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THE     U.  F.  A. 


March  22nd,  1929 


Proposal  to  Make  Compulsory 
Clause  of  Debt  Adjustment  Act 
General  Rejected  by  Convention 

Matter  Discussed  at  Length  by  U.F.A.  Annaal  Convention — Brownlee  States  Oov- 
ernment's  Reasons — Regrets  That  Voluntary  Clauses  Which  Apply  Throaghoat 
Province  Are  not  Sufficiently  Well  Known 


By  an  almost  unanimous  vote,  after  an 
explanation  by  Premier  Brownlee  as  to 
the  reasons  why  the  Government  had 
thought  it  unwise  to  apply  to  the  Prov- 
ince as  a  whole  the  one  provision  of  the 
Debt  Adjustment  Act  which  is  not  at 
present  of  general  application,  the  U.F.A. 
Annual  Convention  rejected  in  January 
a  resolution  from  the  Stettler  Provincial 
Constituency  Association  protesting 
against  the  failure  to  carry  into  effect 
the  resolution  of  last  year  and  asking 
that  such  extension  be  made. 

Prior  to  consideration  of  this  resolution, 
the  Convention  had  rejected  a  resolution 
of  censure  on  the  Government,  submitted 
by  the  Stettler  C.  A.  The  mover  of  the 
vote  of  censure,  M.  R.  Holder,  had  ex- 
plained that  this  resolution  "was  unfor- 
tunately worded,"  as  it  was  "not  the 
intention  to  censure  the  Government, 
but  rather  to  ask  for  an  explanation." 
This  was  his  sole  reason  for  raising  the 
matter,  he  stated,  and  he  made  it  clear 
that  if  the  resolution  which  asked  enact- 
ment of  the  legislation  had  first  come 
before  the  Annual  Convention,  or  if  he 
were  sure  that  consideration  of  the  vote 
of  censure  would  not  preclude  discussion 
of  the  other,  he  would  ask  that  it  be  with- 
drawn. For  the  vote  of  censure  there 
were  five  supporters. 

Premier  Outlines  History  of  Legislation 

In  rising  to  speak  on  the  resolution. 
Premier  Brownlee  said  that  he  had 
learned  that  the  intention  of  the  resolution 
was  simply  to  bring  the  matter  of  the 
Debt  Adjustment  Act  forward,  in  order 
that  the  reasons  why  its  extension  was 
desired  might  be  given,  and  also  the 
reasons  actuating  the  Government  in  not 
proceeding  with  it.  He  proceeded  to  re- 
view the  history  of  legislation  of  this 
character  in  Alberta.  In  1921  a  very 
serious  situation  existed  in  part  of  the 
Province,  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Government  almost  to  the  exclusion  of 
everything  else.  The  Drought  Area  Re- 
lief Act  was  then  introduced,  to  enable 
settlers  to  remain  on  the  land,  and  to 
stay  the  hands  of  a  few  creditors.  Credit 
in  the  area  affected  was  almost  completely 
destroyed,  owing  to  climatic  conclitions. 
The  act  had  the  appearance  of  a  semi- 
moratorium.  It  was  not  necessary,  how- 
ever, to  give  the  same  concern  to  this 
aspect  of  the  matter,  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  effect  on  credit  conditions  in  gen- 
eral, as  if  the  act  had  applied  to  the  whole 
Province.  In  one  or  two  years  conditions 
were  modified,  and  the  modified  legisla- 
tion of  the  Debt  Adjustment  Act  was 
passed,  the  old  act  being  repealed.  The 
intention  had  been  to  go  on  modifying 
the  legislation  from  year  to  year. 

The  One  Compulsory  Clause 
It  was  felt,  however,  that  certain 
beneficial  features  of  the  legislation  could 
be  of  benefit  throughout  the  whole 
Province,  and  the  Premier  pointed  out 
that  the  Debt  Adjustment  Act  does 
apply  throughout  the  Province  in  respect 
to  all  features  but  one.  This  was  the 
semi-moratorium  feature,  providing  that 
in  cases  of  particular  hardship  the  director 
of  the  Deot  Adjustment  Bureau  could 


file  a  certificate  in  court,  which  was  good 
while  the  crop  of  any  particular  year  was 
being  harvested,  and  no  longer,  staying 
action  on  the  part  of  creditors  until  the 
certificate  was  set  aside  by  a  judge. 

Mr.  Brownlee  thought  the  farmers  in 
the  locality  from  which  the  resolution  had 
emanated  had  probably  been  influenced 
by  a  particular  case  which  he  had  in 
mind.  In  that  case  as  much  or  more 
relief  had  been  given  than  could  have 
been  given  in  the  south  east  where  the 
exceptional  clause  was  still  in  force. 

The  legislation  which  was  passed  for 
the  southeast,  said  the  Premier,  had  un- 
doubtedly saved  many  men,  and  in  con- 
sequence business  people  in  that  area 
had  favored  it  as  a  means  of  re-establish- 
ing confidence. 

The  Government's  Motive 

In  not  extending  the  one  clause  referred 
to,  to  the  north,  the  Government  had  not 
been  influenced  simply  by  the  big  inter- 
ests. "We  have  had  to  face  the  financial 
interests  before  and  are  ready  to  do  so 
again,"  declared  Mr.  Brownlee.  The 
Government  had  to  ask  itself  the  question 
(and  this  was  its  one  concern).  Would 
enough  good  be  done  to  a  sufficient  num- 
hex  of  people  to  offset  the  harm  that 
might  be  done  to  many  more?"  Informa- 
tion received  from  many  districts  as  to 
the  injury  which  might  result  to  many 
farmers  was  the  one  cause  that  influenced 
the  Government  in  dropping  the  idea. 
If  legislation  which  might  help  one  man, 
hurt  a  hundred  others,  then  it  was  bad 
legislation. 

Mr.  Brownlee  said  that  there  were 
from  50  to  100  cases  in  the  southeast 
area  in  which  the  certificate  had  been 
invoked  last  year,  and  there  might  be 
fewer  this;  even  if  the  whole  Province 
were  subject  to  this  provision  of  the  act. 
It  seemed  that  from  50  to  75  per  cent  of 
any  cases  that  might  arise  could  be  dealt 
with  under  the  voluntary  clauses,  and  the 
risk  of  impairing  the  credit  of  farmers 
not  needing  the  assistance  given  under 
these  clauses  might  be  avoided.  The 
Government's  reason  for  acting  as  they 
did  in  not  extending  the  act  was  "a  very 
earnest  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the 
farmers  of  the  Northern  part  of  the 
Province." 

Answering  Col.  Robinson,  the  Premier 
said  that  the  number  of  adjustments 
made  under  the  voluntary  clauses  of  the 
act  in  the  north  compared  favorably  with 
the  adjustments  in  the  southeast.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  even  the  filing 
of  a  certificate  did  not  completely  protect 
a  debtor. 

Creditors'  Fears 

Mr.  Holder  asked  how  provision  for  the 
filing  of  the  certificate  would  prejudice 
the  case  of  a  farmer  in  the  north.  This 
feature  of  the  act,  Mr.  Brownlee  replied, 
was  "regarded  by  creditors  generally  as 
a  sort  of  moratorium."  Fear  was  con- 
sequently expressed  all  over  Canada,  and 
the  question  asked,  "Whv  was  it  neces- 
sary? '  Creditors  accordingly  thought 
they  must  safeguard  themselves  against 
the  danger  of  possible  loss. 

"Ninety  per  cent  of  the  work  of  the 
Debt  Adjustment  Bureau  is  always  vol- 


untary, even  in  the  south,"  said  the 
Premier. 

Col.  Robinson  said  the  idea  had  been 
entertained  that  the  Government  was 
controlled  by  an  unseen  government. 
Mr.  Brownlee  had  said  on  his  word  of 
honor  that  the  Government  had  not 
acted  as  they  did  out  of  fear  from  such 
a  source,  but  that  they  had  done  so  for 
what  they  believed  to  be  a  valid  reason 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  farmers.  He 
expressed  opposition  to  the  proposal  to 
censure  the  Government. 

Mr.  Holder  wished  to  withdraw  the 
resolution  of  censure,  if  he  could  be  sure 
that  the  other  resolution  from  Stettler 
Provincial  C.A.  would  be  discussed  before 
adjournment.  This  resolution,  as  stated, 
protested  against  the  withdrawal  last 
year  of  the  oill  which  would  h;  to  made 
the  Debt  Adjustment  Act  of  full  force  in 
all  its  clauses  throughout  the  Province, 
and  requested  that  this  measure  be  passed 
at  the  session  of  1929.  Mr.  Aitken, 
chairman  of  the  order  of  business  oom- 
■aittee,  explained  that  the  matter  could 
be  brought  before  the  comnaittee,  but 
said  he  could  of  course  not  say  in  advance 
what  action  the  committee  would  take. 

Mr.  Wiley  moved  in  amendment  that 
"the  present  Government,  the  secret 
Government,,  and  the  secret  societies  get 
a  vote  of  censure,"  but  there  was  no 
seconder. 

A  delegate  from  the  area  in  which  the 
Debt  Adjustment  Act  is  in  full  force  de- 
clared that  by  the  special  legislation  which 
had  been  passed,  "what  little  credit  we 
had  was  taKen  away."  He  complimented 
the  Government  on  what  he  considered 
their  good  judgment  in  not  making  its 
provisions  general  throughout  the  Prov- 
ince. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  with  the  result 
as  stated. 

The  Second  Resolution 

The  resolution  asking  that  the  act  be 
applied  in  all  its  clauses  to  the  whole 
Province  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Holder 
and  seconded.  Mr.  Wiley  moved  that  a 
clause  in  the  resolution  declaring  that  the 
influence  of  the  "financial  and  perhaps 
legal  interests"  had  been  the  influences 
leading  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  bill  last 
year,  he  amended  by  substituting  the 
words  "Law  Society"  for  "perhaps  legal." 
This  was  seconded. 

Reasons  for  Resolution 

Mr.  Holder  said  that  the  resolution 
was  not  occasioned  by  anv  particular  case, 
as  Mr.  Brownlee  thouglit.  It  was  de- 
sired, however,  to  "cut  out  this  useless 
and  expensive  business  of  seizure  and 
legal  proceedings."  Farmers  wanted  to 
use  in  the  liquidation  of  their  debts  money 
whi<  h  now  was  eaten  up  in  legal  charges. 
If  the  certificate  clauses  had  been  in  effect 
all  over  the  Province,  many  farmers  who 
had  been  lost  to  the  country  would  have 
remained  on  the  land.  The  Debt  Adjust- 
ment Act,  as  it  now  was  in  the  North,  did 
not  protect  against  waste  of  money  on 
legal  proceedings. 

Alluding  to  the  amendment,  Mr. 
Brownlee  said  he  did  not  think  a  single 
representation  had  been  made  by  the 
Law  Society  in  reference  to  the  proposal 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Debt 
Adjustment  Act.  He  explained  that  the 
Government  last  year  withdrew  their  bill 
pending  a  conference.  A  conference,  he 
said,  had  been  arranged,  and  would  be 
held  very  shortly  between  debtor  and 
creditor  interests,  and  the  farmers'  or- 
ganization would  be  represented. 

Should  Act  Early 

The  Premier  again  emphasized  the  fact 
that  the  voluntary  clauses  of  the  act  are 
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EDITORIAL 

SUBSCRIBE  FOR  HANSARD 

Writing  in  our  last  issue,  D.  M.  Kennedy,  M.P.,  pointed 
out  that  the  only  satisfactory  way  to  follow  proceedings  in 
Parliament  is  to  read  the  reports  of  the  debates  published  in 
"Hansard",  the  official  verbatim  record.  We  would  urge 
all  our  readers  who  can  do  so  to  follow  Mr.  Kennedy's  advice. 
National  issues  of  concern  to  every  citizen  of  Canada  are 
determined  by  the  House,  and  Western  Canadian  problems, 
•specially  the  problems  of  the  prairie  farmer,  command  in- 
ereasins;  attention.  Orders  for  Hansard  should  be  sent  to 
the  Editor  of  Debates,  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  accom- 
panied by  the  subscription  price  of  $3  for  the  complete  reports 
of  the  session.    The  reports  are  printed  daily. 

*  *  * 

TO  SAFEGUARD  ALBERTA'S  FUTURE 

One  of  the  chief  reasons  why  Alberta  should  enter  into 
complete  control  of  the  development  and  distribution  of 
electrical  energy  with  the  least  possible  delay,  is  that  the 
public  ownership  interests  lack  funds,  that  the  cause  of  public 
ownership  must  be  fought  mainly  by  those  who  are  devoted  to  a 
principle  and  willing  to  give  their  services,  while  the  power 
interests  can  afford  to  spend  lavishly  in  the  attempt  to  capture 
the  power  field.  Millions  are  spent  on  anti-public  ownership 
propaganda  on  this  continent  today.  The  only  way  in  whicn 
Alberta's  interests  can  be  certainly  safeguarded  is  by  entrance 
into  the  power  field  at  an  early  date.  'Those  who  suggest  that 
the  farmers  are  concerned  in  this  matter  solely  from  the 
standpoint  of  immediate  gains  to  themselves  are  totallv 
mistaken.    'The  farmers  know  that  in  the  long  run,  thougn 

Cerhaps  not  for  some  years  to  come,  power  for  the  farms  will 
e  obtained  more  advantageously  under  public  than  under 
private  owpership.  But  they  do  not  expect  miracles.  They 
do  recognize  the  grave  danger  to  public  life  which  has  arisen 
in  every  community  in  which  private  power  interests  have 
been  allowed  to  gain  a  foothold.  Their  devotion  to  public 
ownership  is  a  matter  of  principle. 

•  •  • 

A  PATRIOTIC  AMERICAN  ON  THE  POWER  TRUST 

In  "The  Power  Monopoly,  Its  Make-up  and  Its  Menace," 
ex-Governor  Gifford  Pinchot  has  published  a  very  thorough, 
carefully  and  conscientiously  documented  study  of  the  4,362 
corporations  owned  or  controlled  by  the  electrical  power 
industry  of  the  United  States,  not  including  31  investment 
companies  allied  with  the  power  interests.  One  of  the  com- 
panies mentioned  is  today  operating  in  Alberta. 

Mr.  Pinchot  points  out  that  once  the  trust  has  established 
itself  in    any  state,  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  dislodge. 


because  it  has  the  backing  of  financial  interests  with  which 
state  governments  must  deal.    He  declares: 

"We  have  indisputable  proof  that  the  power  banks,  the 
power  politicians,  and  the  power  monopolists  are  striving  for 
nothing  less  than  a  pbwer  dictatorship  over  the  nation  in  all 
its  parts.  A  private  state  within  the  state  is  bad  enough. 
But  a  private  super-state,  overawing  and  dominating  the 
state,  is  intolerable.  Do  we  care  enough  about  the  future 
of  America  to  save  it  from  such  a  private  super-state  of  electric 
power  giants?" 

«     ♦  • 
MISLEADING  COMPARISONS 

In  the  debate  on  redistribution  which  took  place  recently  in 
the  Alberta  Legislature,  Liberal  and  Conservative  speakers 
drew  a  number  of  entirely  erroneous  deductions  from  an 
analysis  of  the  vote  recorded  for  the  various  groups  in  the 
last  Provincial  election.  The  aggregate  Liberal  vote,  the 
aggregate  Conservative  vote,  the  aggregate  Labor  vote  and  the 
aggregate  U.F.A.  vote  were  made  the  basis  of  comparisons 
of  the  relative  support  which  these  groups  could  command 
from  the  total  electorate. 

If  the  U.F.A.  and  Labor  had  placed  candidates  in  practi- 
cally every  constituency,  as  the  Liberals  and  Conservatives 
did.  the  aggregate  figures  would  provide  an  adequate  basis  for 
comparison.  In  the  ten  city  seats  the  U.F.A.  would  undoubt- 
edly have  received  substantial  additions  to  their  total;  and 
the  Labor  groups,  if  they  had  contested  rural  constituencies, 
could  have  picked  up  a  large  minority  labor  vote,  while  not 
winning,  perhaps,  a  single  seat.  But  neither  the  U.F.A.  nor 
Labor  chose  to  follow  such  a  policy.  The  comparisons,  there- 
fore, are  of  very  little  value,  and  cannot  fairly  be  used  at  all 
unless  attention  be  called  to  the  significance  of  these  differ- 
ences. 

•  •  « 

Mr.  Shaw's  expressions  of  alarm  about  the  deal  made  by  the 
Government  in  the  purchase  of  the  C.J.R.  Lodge  in  Edmonton 
seemed  to  observers  like  an  attempt  to  whip  up  a  storm  in  a 
teacup.  But  it  is  impossible  to  whip  up  even  a  miniature 
storm  in  a  totally  empty  teacup,  such  as  the  inquiry  in  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  revealed.  In  other  words,  there 
was  no  evidence  to  warrant  Mr.  Shaw's  complaint. 

*  *  * 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONS 

It  would  be  undesirable  to  introduce  anything  which  might 
be  suggestive  of  charity  into  the  operation  of  the  old  age 
pensions  scheme,  such  as  some  critics  of  the  bill  in  the  Legis- 
lature fear.  Precautions  against  dishonesty  are,  of  course, 
necessary  in  the  administration  of  any  such  undertak- 
ing, but  one  of  the  advantages  of  the  British  system,  univer- 
sally recognized,  is  that  it  does  relieve  the  old  people  of  the 
bitterness  which  comes  from  dependence  upon  relatives  who 
themselves  may  be  in  hard  circumstances.  The  British  method 
of  financing,  adopted  when  the  Old  Age  Pensions  scheme  was 
introduced,  was  to  tax  super-wealth.  That  was  and  is  sound 
in  principle.  There  is  a  widening  gulf  in  Canada,  as  in  the 
United  States,  between  the  few  who  are  chiefly  in  possession 
(13  per  cent  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  quote 
James  J.  Davis,  own  90  per  cent  of  the  country's  wealth),  and 
the  people  of  average  condition.  It  is  upon  the  Canadian 
equivalent  of  the  United  States  13  per  cent  that  the  main 
burden  should  fall.  The  taxation  of  super-wealth  can  more 
readily  be  effected  through  Dominion  than  through  Provin- 
cial budgets,  though  succession  duties,  which  are  levied  Pro- 
vincially,  do  provide  one  means  by  which  the  Provincial 
treasury  may  perhaps  farther  increase  its  revenues  as  circum- 
stsnoes  warrant. 


4  (324) 


THE     U.  F.  A. 


March  22nd,  1929 


News  from  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  Head  Office 

Information  (or  Members  and  Locals  Issued  by  the  Publicity  Department  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 


Who  Distributed  Anti-Pool  Speech? 

Thousands  of  Copies  of  A.  A.  McGillivray  Address  Distributed  Over  Alberta 


Thousands  upon  thou.'ands  of  copies 
of  the  sjieech  against  the  Wheat  Pool 
bill  made  in  the  Alberta  LeRisIature 
bv  A,  A.  McGillivray  have  been  circulated 
all  over  Alberta.  The  speech  is  printed 
on  plain  newsprint  and  headed  by  an  ex- 
tract from  a  report  of  the  Calgary  Herald 
on  the  M(  Gillivray  speech.  The  matter 
is  arranged  so  that  the  reader  might 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Calgnry 
Herald  was  responsible  for  the  entire 
material,  while  the  great  bulk  is  actually 
from  the  Calgary  Albertan  and  Edmonton 
Bullelin,  two  newspapers  which  were 
apparently  furnished  with  advance  copies 
of  the  McGillivray  speech. 

There  are  no  marks  of  any  kind  on  the 
sheet  or  envelope  to  indicate  who  had 
this  sheet  printed  and  posted.  The 
very  fact  that  identification  marks  are 
omitted  leads  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Grain  Trade  is  respon.silile.  It  is 
characteristic  of  their  methods.  The 
subtlety  of  the  sheet  is  that  it  lays  the 
onus  on  the  Calgary  Herald,  which  has 
been  consistently  friendly  to  the  W  heat 
Pool,  wli'le  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  iiulk 
of  the  rejirint  is  from  the  Edmonhn 
Bulletin  and  the  Calgnry  Albertan.  The 
situation  is  l)eing  e.xplained  in  order  that 
Pool  memliers  may  have  a  complete 
understanding  of  how  this  stunt  was 
engineered. 

Herald's  Repudiation 

In  reference  to  this  the  Calgary  Herald 
of  March  13th  has  this  to  sa.v: 

"The  attention  of  the  Herald  was 
drawn  today  to  a  copy  of  an  eightcen- 
column  circular  or  broadside  reporting 
•the  attack  made  by  A.  A.  McGillivray, 
K.C.,  on  the  Wheat  Pool  and  the  Wheat 
Pool  Bill  when  the  latter  measure  was 
being  discussed  by  the  Alberta  Legisla- 
ture on  Fei)ruary  2.51h  last. 

"The  make-up  of  this  broadside  makes 
it  appear  that  it  was  prepared  by  the 
Herald.  The  broadcast  was  distributed 
to  thousands  of  Alberta  farmers,  it  is 
stated,  and  the  impression  is  conveyed 
that  the  Herald  was  responsible  for 
such  distribution. 

"The  Herald  wishes  to  inform  its 
readers  that  it  had  no  knowledge  that 
such  broadside  was  being  prepared  and 
that  the  use  of  the  Herald's  name  was 
not  authorized;  furthermore,  that  the 
distribution  was  made  without  the  au- 
thority or  knowledge  of  this  paper.  The 
Herald  presented  to  its  reaaers  a  news 
report  of  the  Pool  Bill  debate,  but  this 
was  not  a  verbatim  report.  The  ver- 
batim report  of  Mr.  McCilli vray's  speech 
was  pul)lished  in  two  other  papers  and 
it  is  the  rei)roduction  of  this  verbatim 
report  which  occupies  seven-eights  of 
the  ijroadside's  space. 

"The  i)roadsi(le  is  damaging  to  the 
Herald  in  that  it  gives  the  impression 
that  the  Herald  is  opposed  to  the  Wheat 
Pool  and  that  it  is  taking  action  designed 
to  injure  the  Wheat  Pool. 

"The  Herald  had  the  honor  of  beinpf 
associated  with  [the  organization  of  the 
Wheat  Pool  and  it  has  given  its  con- 
sistent support  to  the  principles  of  co- 
operative marketing. 


"The  Herald  repudiates  any  responsi- 
bility for  this  broadside." 

As  far  as  the  speech  is  concerned,  the 
Pool  has  no  objection  to  its  being  read 
by  all  of  the  membership.  It  would 
suggest,  however,  that  some  of  the  re- 
marks and  conclusions  be  taken  with 
"a  grain  of  salt."  His  close  connection 
with  the  Grain  Trade  does  not  qualify 
the  gentleman  to  pose  as  a  fair  and  un- 
biassed commentator  on  Wheat  Pool 
matters.  He  characterizes  the  W'heat 
Pool  Bill  as  "vile  and  dishonest." 

A  careful  and  honest  perusal  of  the 
bill  fails  to  show  any  "vileness  and  dis- 
honesty" as  far  as  its  membership  is 
concerned. 

The  true  purpose  of  the  Wheat  Pool 
Act  is  to  fully  protect  the  Wheat  Pool. 
Our  members  must  realize  that  with  each 
passing  year  the  attacks  against  the 
Pool  have  been  increasingly  active. 
The  entire  Pool  structure  has  been  gone 
over  with  the  greatest  care  to  find  any 
possible  weak  points  upon  which  to 
launch  an  attack.  When  the  Pool  seeks 
to  tighten  up  its  legal  armor  it  is  met 
with  slurs  of  "vilcnes.o  and  dishonesty." 

This  Wheat  Pool  Act  has  been  discussed 
over  the  radio  several  times  and  the 
Pool  believes  its  purpose  is  well  under- 
stood by  the  majority  of  Pool  members. 
The  Pool  cannot  conceive  that  many 
members  are  imbued  with  the  idea  that 
the  directors  and  delegates  are  engaged 
in  a  deep  conspiracy  to  injure  any  mem- 
ber in  any  way. 

 o  

INFORMATION  ON  BARLEY 

Farmers  who  are  desirous  of  sowing 
barley  this  year  can  obtain  good  seed 
from  the  Canada  Malting  ('o.  at  Calgary, 
the  price  being  $1.10  bushel,  sacked 
f.o.b.  Calgary. 

This  information  is  given  because  there 
are  many  farmers  who  have  expressed  a 
desire  to  grow  barley  this  year.  The 
Malting  Company  is  handling  the  seed 
at  virtually  cost  in  order  to  increase  the 
supply  of  mailing  barley.  The  kind  is 
O.A.C.  21. 

The  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  is  operating  a 
Coarse  Grains  Pool  this  j'ear  and  is 
naturally  interested  in  the  various  coarse 
grains.  Barley  appears  to  be  one  of  the 
most  promising  of  these  grains  and  the 
Pooj  Central  Selling  Agency  is  concen- 
trating on  the  opening  of  foreign  markets, 
the  establishing  of  n  better  sj'stem  of 
rading  barley,  and  the  production  of 
etter  oarley  m  Canada. 

If  a  grower  goes  in  for  barley  he  should 
take  time  to  acquaint  hirn.icif  with  the 
best  methods  of  production  and  handling. 
Those  who  desire  this  information  should 
apply  to  the  Publicity  Department  of 
the  Wheat  Pool  for  a  booklet  covering 
every  phase  of  the  production  of  barley 
for  rnalting  purposes.  The  following  sum- 
marizes the  principal  features  o?  this 
booklet,  which  is  free  on  request: 

1.  The  malting  process  consists  of 
cleaning,  grading,  steeping,  germinating 
and  drying  the  sprouted  barley  in  kilns. 

2.  The  main  object  of  malting  is  to 


release  the  starch  content  of  the  barley 
kernels. 

3.  Only  ripe  barley  will  make  good 
inalt;  unripe  barley  is  seriously  objec- 
tionable. Satisfactory  ripening  depends 
considerably  on  early  seeding. 

4.  A  mixture  of  other  grains  in  malt- 
ing barley  can  and  should  be  avoided  by 
the  use  of  pure  seed  on  clean  land. 

5.  O.A.C.  21  is  the  standard  malting 
variety. 

6.  High  and  uniform  germinating 
power  is  vital  necessity  in  malting  barley. 

7.  To  germinate  and  grow  satisfac- 
torily, barley  must  be: 

(a)  Sound  and  bright; 

(b)  Free  from  damaged  kernels; 
fc)  Plump  and  uniform. 

8.  Careful  harvesting  will  help  ensure 
soundness  and  brightness. 

9.  Careful  threshing  will  avoid  dam- 
aged kernels.. 

10.  Plumpness  and  uniformity  can  be 
attained  by  the  use  of  good  seed,  coupled 
with  sound  cultural  practices. 

 0  

MEETING  AT  DALEMEAD 

A  Wheat  Pool  meeting  was  held  in 
Dalemead  on  Saturday,  March  9th. 
Ben.  S.  Plumer,  the  Director  for  South 
Calgary,  being  unable  to  attend,  R.  A. 
MacPherson,  Director  for  North  Calgary, 
was  the  principal  speaker.  Mr.  Mac- 
Pherson dealt  with  farm  storage  and 
other  major  Pool  problems.  O.  Z. 
Buchanan,  western  sales  manager,  spoke 
on  the  subject  of  seHing  problems. 
Questioned  as  to  whether  the  sales 
department  could  turn  off  a  large  volume 
of  Garnet  wheat  to  advantage,  Mr. 
Buchanan  stated  that  up  to  the  present 
time  Garnet  has  been  sold  as  Marquis, 
due  to  the  fact  that  it  has  not  been 
coming  in  in  large  quantities.  He  thought 
that  when  Garnet  is  grown  extensively 
so  that  it  will  become  recognized  as  a 
distinct  variety,  a  market  could  probably 
be  found  for  it.  The  impression  was 
left  w-ith  the  meeting  that  the  graders  are 
prejudiced  against  this  wheat  rather 
than  the  export  buyer. 

The  chairman  of  the  meeting,  H. 
Phillips,  called  on  the  local  Pool  elevator 
operator,  J.  H.  Dixon,  to  report  on  the 
progress  of  Pool  activities  in  the  district. 
Mr.  Dixon  said  that  there  was  only  one 
resident  farmer  in  the  district  who  was 
not  a  Pool  member.  The  grain  handlings 
for  this  year  amount  to  240,000  bushels, 
including  25,000  bushels  of  coarse  grains. 

R.  C.  .Armstrong,  travelling  superin- 
tendent for  Pool  Elevators,  was  also 
at  the  meeting  and  stated  that  he  had 
not  a  better  managed  nor  more  loyally 
supported  elevator  than  the  one  at 
Dalemead. 

C.  Cowell  stressed  the  need  of  a  Pool 
elevator  at  Indus  to  take  care  of  the 
Pool  crop  there  as  well  as  relieve  Dale- 
mead which  cannot  well  handle  the  crop 
at  Dalemead  and  the  Pool  crop  at  Indus 
as  well. 

C.  Craig  of  Langdon,  delegate  for  this 
district,  gave  a  report  of  the  annual 
meeting  and  the  special  meeting  of  the 
delegates  held  early  this  year.  At  the 
close  of  the  meeting  Mr.  MacPherson 
expressed  himself  as  being  well  pleased 
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with  his  reception  at  Daleincad  and  the 
very  favorable  report  of  Pool  activities 
in  the  district. 

 o  

cAews  £i  Views 


Julius  Esping  of  Schuler,  writes:  "I 
am  100  per  cent  for  the  Pool.  1  am  very 
proud  of  our  Pool  elevator  at  Schuler  and 
Mr.  Ziegler  is  giving  excellent  service." 

James  D.  Eraser,  chief  government 
|rain  inspector,  stated  that  mixing  of 
Western  Canada  hard  wheat  with  low 
grade  United  States  wheat  is  a  common 
practice  in  transfer  houses  in  Montreal. 


Wheat  Pool  meetings  were  held  at 
Langdon  on  Saturday  afternoon,  March 
9th,  and  at  Dalemead  on  the  same  even- 
ing, when  J{.  A.  MacPherson  Director 
for  North   Calgary,   0.   Z.  Buchanan 


An  answer  to  an  anonymous  leaflet  in 
my  mail. 

I  have  before  me  as  I  write,  a  leaflet 
containing  an  extract  from  the  Calgary 
Herald  of  February  28th,  1929,  giving 
the  verbatim  report  of  a  speech  by 
A.  A.  McGillivray,  K.C.,  on  the  Wheat 
Pool  Bill. 

No  doubt  there  are  thousands  of  farm- 
ers in  this  Province  and  elsewhere  reading 
and  studying  with  anxiety  and  misgivings 
the  matter  contained  therein. 

The  first  thought  that  comes  to  my 
mind  is:  Who  so  kind  as  to  print  such 
a  speech  on  a  special  leaf  for  my  benefit? 
Certainly  not  the  Herald]  Their  adver- 
tising patrons  might  object,  as  their 
display  of  wares  would  most  certainly 
be  at  a  discount.  No  turning  over  to 
page  9  here  with  the  chance  of  something 
else  distracting  the  attention. 

"Who  then?"  I  can  only  conjecture. 
Well!  Mr.  McGillivray  let  me  most 
heartily  congratulate  you  on  your  effort, 
and  looking  at  it  dispassionately  on  my 
part,  I  believe  it  to  be  all  that  you  say  it  is. 

"Dishonest  and  vile,"  you  say.  My 
own  mind  tells  me  "rotten  to  the  core" 
so  far  as  a  document  goes. 

But  Mac,  ma  man!  for  all  your  pro- 
testation that  you  are  not  against  the 
Wheat  Pool,  in  that  same  speech  j-ou  have 
placed  the  most  dangerous  and  hellish 
weapon  in  the  hand  of  its  greatest  enemy 
(the  organized  Grain  Trade)  that  it  has 
been  able  to  get  hold  of. 

I  hold  nothing  against  you  on  that 
score,  for  I  can  clearly  see  your  point  of 
view  and  I  appreciate  what  you  have 
done  so  far  and  why,  and  gladly  absolve 
you  from  all  blame. 

I  am  a  member  of  the  Wheat  Pool  and 
I  have  had  a  real  bad  day  of  it. 

You  see,  Mac,  I  am  a  Scotsman.  And 
to  give  up  all  that  is  contained  in  that 
bill  that  our  country  and  our  ancestors 
have  fought  and  suffered  for  us,  is  surely 
a  mighty  hard  wrench.  But,  in  this 
particular  case  IT  MUST  BE  DONE. 

Life  or  Death  for  the  Pool.  Wallace 
was  betrayed  and  suffered  death.  The 
Wheat  Pool  has  now  also  been  betrayed, 
but  fortunately  is  still  not  captive  bound. 


Western  Sales  Manager,  and  Chas. 
Craig,  Wheat  Pool  delegate,  delivered 
addresses.  A  great  deal  of  interest  was 
evinced  by  the  audience  and  Wheat  Pool 
matters  received  thorough  discussion. 

On  the  evening  of  Monday,  March  11th, 
an  enthusiastic  Wheat  Pool  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Community  Hall  at  Delacour. 
A  large  crowd  was  present,  there  being 
well  over  a  hundred  men,  women  and 
children.  George  Mcllroy  was  chairman 
and  Chas.  Craig,  Wheat  Pool  delegate, 
introduced  the  speakers.  R.  O.  German, 
secretary  of  the  Pool,  gave  a  splendid 
talk  on  the  operations  of  the  organization. 
William  Pettinger,  Pool  field  .service  man, 
put  on  a  series  of  lantern  slides  showing 
Wheat  Pool  scenes.  E.  R.  Briggs,  super- 
intendent of  field  service,  and  Joe  Quinn, 
elevator  superintendent,  also  delivered 
brief  addresses.  Entertainment  was  pro- 
vided by  members  of  the  Wheat  Pool 
head  office  staff,  those  participating 
being  Beryl  Scott,  Jean  Fotheringham, 
and  Max  Bishop.  Supper  was  served 
by  the  ladies  during  the  evening. 


Her  forces  are  still  intact,  but  she  must 
entrench  herself  thoroughly  to  withstand 
the  onslaught  which  is  apparently  coming. 

The  faster  she  does  this,  the  safer  will 
the  organization  be  and  which  is  more, 
this  bill  when  it  becomes  law,  absolutely 
destroys  the  arsenals  and  munition  fac- 
tories of  her  enemy. 

That,  Mac,  is  why  I  have  decided  to 
hand  over  my  prerogatives  in  so  far  as 
they  concern  my  contract. 

During  the  World  War,  Great  Britain 
and  the  Empire  were  also  in  grave  danger 
from  betrayal.  Her  Ministers  and  Par- 
liament passed  on  Act  known  as  the 
Defence  of  the  Realm  Act.  Dear  old 
"D.O.R.A."  What  would  have  hap- 
pened to  her  in  normal  times  if  any 
Government  had  tried  to  bring  her  into 
existence! 

As  a  Pool  member  I  can  appreciate 
what  a  struggle  it  must  have  been  to  the 
Directors  and  Delegates  to  vote  for  such 
drastic  measures  as  arc  contained  in  the 
bill. 

But  they  are  also  members  of  the  or- 
ganization themselves  and  have  no  cer- 
tainty of  tenure  of  office.  If  they  could 
swallow  a  pill  like  that  and  believe  in  its 
efficiencj',  I  am  willing  to  try  it  too. 

The  strategy  displayed  by  the  Execu- 
tive in  bringing  forward  this  bill,  in  my 
opinion,  is  of  the  highest  order.  if  this 
is  the  work  of  the  Chief  of  the  General 
Staff,  President  H.  W.  Wood,  it  may  yet 
prove  to  be  the  crowning  glory  of  his 
career. 

To  my  fellow  members  of  the  Wheat 
Pool,  let  me  say  this:  Discipline  and  con- 
fident courageous  leadership  have  saved 
the  Empire  more  than  once.  It  will  do 
the  same  for  the  Wheat  Pool.  There  is 
no  necessity  to  go  into  a  stampede  just  yet. 
The  life  of  a  Contract  is  only  five  years. 
Even  if  we  should  lose  a  little  financially 
through  mismanagement,  and  we  have  not 
done  so  thus  far,  it  will  be  as  nothing  to 
what  we  will  lose  if  the  organization  were 
utterly  destroyed  nor  to  what  we  have 
already  lost  before  the  Pool  came  into 
existence. 

Perhaps,  after  all,  Mac.  your  speech 
may  prove  to  be  another  Fiery  Cross." 
I  for  one  sincerely  hope  so. 


Consideration  for 
B.C.  Farmers  in  Grain 
Rates  Is  Requested 

Resolution  Moved  by  Donald  Cameron 
Deals  With  Domestic  Rates 

STAFF  CORRESPONDEXCE 
On  motion  of  Donald  Cameron  (U.F.A.) 
Innisfail,  the  Assembly  definitely  went  on 
record  on  March  5th,  urging — • 

Resolved,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Assembly,  sympathetic  consideration 
should  be  given  to  the  application  of 
the  United  Farmers  of  British  Columbia 
for  a  revision  of  the  domestic  rates  on 
grain  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  that  the 
Govornment  should  communicate  with 
the  Oovernment  of  British  Columbia 
and  give  such  support  as  is  mutually 
agreed. 

Mr.  Cameron  pointed  out  that  the 
market  for  Alberta  feed  grains  was  a  very 
considerable  one  in  British  CoIumbi.-<,,  and 
any  discrimination  in  freight  rates  ulti- 
mately was  reflected  in  the  price  the  Al- 
berta farmer  received  for  his  product. 
Under  existing  rates,  the  Alberta  farmer 
paid  41 J  cents  per  hundred  from  Calgary 
or  Edmonton  to  Vancouver,  under  the 
domestic  rate,  "as  compared  with  18  cents 
to  a  point  equidistant  to  Fort  William, 
or  130  per  cent  higher  domestic  rate  to 
British  Columbia  than  eastward."  Yet 
it  had  been  brought  out  at  an  inquiry 
before  the  railway  committee  some  time 
ago  that  18  cents  from  Calarary  or  Edmon- 
ton to  Vancouver  would  still  net  a  profit 
of  29  per  cent  after  all  charge.s  had  been 
taken  care  of.  This  was  admitted  by 
the  railways. 

Mr.  Cameron  dealt  with  certain  objec- 
tions raised  by  the  Canadian  milling 
industry,  which  with  the  railways  opposed 
the  reduction,  and  contended  that  these 
were  ill-founded,  and  purely  propaganda, 
and  that  in  any  event  the  Alberta  farmer 
should  not  be  penalized  for  the  protection 
of  the  flour  milling  industry  of  the  whole 
of  Canada. 

U.F.A.  Convention  Asked 

Lower  Domestic  Rates 

At  the  Annual  Convention  of  the 
U.F.A.  in  January,  following  the  delivery 
of  an  address  by  J.  E.  Armishaw,  secre- 
tary of  the  United  Farmers  of  British 
Columbia,  a  resolution  was  adopted  un- 
animously asking  the  Executive  to  apply 
to  the  Board  of  Railway  Commissioners 
for  an  equalization  of  the  freight  rates 
on  domestic  and  export  grain  from  Al- 
berta to  British  Columbia.  The  preamble 
points  out  that  the  rate  on  grain  and 
grain  products  for  consumption  in  B.C. 
is  more  than  double  the  corresponding 
rate  on  grain  for  export,  and  that  this 
was  a  handicap  to  B.C.  Poultry  raisers 
who  used  this  srain  for  feed  purposes, 
and  also  that  it  hindered  the  development 
of  this  market  for  Alberta  feed  grains. 
 .  o  ,  

"The  principle  of  appropriating  money 
from  the  rich  for  the  sake  of  the  com- 
munity is  already  established  in  our 
countrj';  in  the  form  of  income  tax,  super- 
tax, and  death  duties  the  rich  already 
provide  for  education,  health  insurance, 
unemployment  insurance,  and  pensions, 
that  is,  they  themselves  pay  for  all  the 
'social  services.'  By  the  enormous  ex- 
tension of  this  principle  in  the  future,  and 
by  this  alone,  can  we  destroy  tiie  crying 
injustice  of  a  privilceed  class  and  achieve 
the  final  freedom,  the  economic  freedom 
of  the  British  people." — Lord  Ennismore. 


The  Wheat  Pool's  "D.O.R.A." 

(By  J.  Somers,  Verdant  Valley) 
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PtopoflAL  TO  Make  Compumort  Clausb 
(Continued  from  pat*  3) 
applicable  to  the  whole  Provinre,  and 
Kaid  that  it  was  regrettable  that  many 
people  who  could  take  advantage  of 
these  clauses  either  did  not  know  that  the 
act  was  there  for  their  protection  or  failed 
to  act  until  they  were  "up  against  fore- 
closure proceedings."  If  in  case  of  diffi- 
culty arising,  the  matter  were  taken  up 
at  once  with  the  Bureau,  adjustment  could 
often  be  made.  Even  those  who  had 
come  for  assistance  at  the  last  moment 
had  frequently   been  helped. 

At  this  point  a  delegate  remarked  that 
he  knew  of  people  who  would  have  been 
thrown  out  on  the  road  allowances  if  it 
had  not  been  for  Mr.  Brownlee's  inter- 
vention. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  and  amend- 


ment and  motion  lost,  approximately  the 
same  number  of  votes  being  cast  m  its 
favor  as  for  the  motion  of  censure. 


TO  SETTLE  TELEPHONE  QUESTION 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Public  Utilities 
Act,  which  was  explained  by  its  sponsor, 
Hon.  V.  W.  Smith,  as  providing  a  means 
of  settlement  for  the  telephone  dispute 
between  the  Government  and  the  city 
of  Edmonton,  has  been  introduced  in  the 
Legislature  and  was  discussed  on  March 
14th,  Messrs.  Gibbs  and  Duggan  and 
Premier  Brownlee  taking  part  as  well  as 
the  Minister.  It  provides  that  in  the 
event  of  final  failure  of  negotiations  for 
purchase  by  the  Province,  there  will  be  an 
appeal  to  the  Board  of  Public  Utilities. 


"A  Definite  Matter  of  Urgent  Public 

Importance" 

How  the  "C.J.R."  Lodge  Matter,  Raised  by  a  Member  Who  Was  Highly  Critical, 
Was  Laid  to  Rest  After  Thorough  Inquiry 

By  NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY 


EDMONTON,  March  13.  —  Asking 
leave  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
Assembly  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
"a  definite  matter  of  urgent  public  im- 
portance," namely,  the  recent  purchase 
by  the  Government  of  the  properties 
known  as  the  C.J.R.  Lodsre  and  adjoining 

Eroperties  in  the  city  of  Edmonton,  J.  T. 
haw.  Liberal  leader,  commenced  on 
February  2'Mxd,  an  attempt  to  prove 
something  or  other  in  connection  with 
the  transaction  named.  The  Speaker 
ruled  the  motion  out  of  order.  The 
matter  was  subsequently  referred  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Shaw,  seconded  by  the 
Minister  of  Public  Works,  Mr.  McPher- 
son,  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 

Proceedings  in  Committee 

The  proceedings  before  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee  in  connection  with  the 
purchase  by  the  Government  of  the 
C.J.R.  Lodge  were  opened  by  Mr.  Shaw 
calling  the  registrar  of  land  titles.  Mr. 
Kinnaird  produced  the  transfer  from  Mr. 
Burinin,  the  vendor,  which  ultimately 
vested  the  title  in  the  Government. 
That  transfer  showed  a  consideration  of 
$46,635  for  the  land  and  buildings.  Sub- 
sequently the  Attorney-General  produced 
a  valuation  by  Robinson  <fe  Company 
of  the  furniture  and  furnishings  in  the 
building,  showing  a  valuation  of  $5,365. 
These  two  6gures  give  the  purchase  price 
of  $52,000  paid  by  the  Government.  Mr. 
Shaw  had  the  registrar  produce  the  trans- 
fers registered  on  each  of  the  four  occa- 
sions that  the  property  had  changed 
hands  prior  to  the  purchase  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. In  every  one  of  these  transfers 
the  consideration  was  stated  at  $24,000, 
apportioned  as  follows:  $6,000  on  the 
land  and  $18,000  on  the  buildings. 

Mr.  Bunnin  was  then  called  by  Mr. 
Shaw,  and  his  evidence  clearly  established 
that  in  making  the  deal  for  the  purchase 
by  him  from  Fournier  of  the  C.J.R. 
Lodge,  he  had  placed  a  value  of  $34,000 
on  his  equity  in  his  own  properties  and 
had  figured  that  the  encumbrances  against 
the  C.J.R.  Lodge  that  he  would  have  to 
assume  amounted  to  $21,000,  bringing 
the  value  of  the  C.J.R.  Lodge  property 
up  to  the  sum  of  $55,000.  He  put  in 
evidence  a  letter  from  the  real  estate 
agent  who  had  taken  the  matter  up  with 
him,  showing  that  Fournier  had  placed  a 


price  of  $60,000  on  the  C.J.R.  Lodge 
as  a  basis  for  negotiations  with  Bunnin 
for  the  purchase. 

H.  M.  E.  Evans  was  called  before  the 
Committee  and  stated  that  his  connection 
with  the  matter  dated  back  some  sixteen 
years,  to  the  time  when  a  scheme  for  the 
centralization  and  extension  of  the  Gov- 
ernment Buildings  had  been  figured  out, 
and  referred  to  a  newspaper  article  in 
1927  where  it  had  been  intimated  that 
the  Government  was  in  the  position  of 
being  forced  to  extend.  At  that  time  he 
had  taken  the  matter  up  with  the  Govern- 
ment and  subsequently,  following  the 
fire  in  the  old  buildings,  he  had  again 
brought  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the 
Government  and  had  been  instructed  to 
see  what  he  could  do  to  line  up  a  proposi- 
tion; he  had  made  enquiries  and  discussed 
the  matter  with  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works  and  as  a  result  had  been  instructed 
to  find  out  what  figure  he  could  get  on  the 
C.J.R.  Lodge. 

First  Sought  $55,000 

He  had  instructed  Mr.  Harrison  to 
approach  the  proprietor  with  the  view  to 
find  out  his  lo-west  figure.  Mr.  Harrison 
had  done  so  and  had  reported  to  him  that 
Mr.  Bunnin  had  apparently  taken  over 
the  building  at  $55,000,  and  "had  indicated 
this  as  a  price  that  he  would  require.  He 

Eroduced  a  document  showing  that  he 
ad  ultimately  obtained  an  option  on  the 
property  at  the  price  of  $52,000. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  called  before  the 
Committee  and  gave  details  of  the  inter- 
views he  had  had  with  Bunnin  leading 
up  to  the  completion  of  the  option  at 
$52,000. 

Geo.  B.  O'Connor  was  called  by  the 
Attorney  General  and  he  explained  that 
he  had  been  instructed  by  the  Government 
to  put  through  the  transaction  on  behalf 
of  the  Government.  Mr.  O'Connor  pro- 
duced the  original  letter  of  instructions 
from  the  Government  and  also  his  report 
to  the  Government  on  the  completion  of 
the  transaction.  He  also  handed  to  the 
Committee  his  cancelled  cheques  showing 
the  complete  disbursement  of  the  pur- 
chase price. 

Shaw  Refuses  Invitation 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee it  was  moved  that  the  Attorney 


General  draft  a  motion  covering  th» 
findings  of  the  committee.  John  Buckley 
objected  and  moved  in  amendment  that 
Mr.  Shaw  be  asked,  stating  he  would  not 
vote  for  any  resolution  that  could  be 
construed  as  whitewashing  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  matter.  Mr.  Shaw  had  in- 
stituted the  proceedings  and  nothing  in- 
criminating had  been  discovered.  If 
Mr.  Shaw  was  the  man  he  thought  he  was, 
Mr.  Shaw  would  come  right  out  and  say 
so,  completely  exonerating  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  of  any  charge  that 
might  have  been  implied.  Mr.  Shaw 
did  not  respond  to  this  suggestion  by 
ofTering  a  motion.  A  larger  committee 
was  named  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculiture 
but  they  expressed  so  much  diversity  of 
opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  findings 
that  it  was  decided  to  leave  it  open  for 
anyone.  The  final  meeting  decided  to 
place  the  evidence  before  the  Assembly. 

When  the  transcript  of  the  evidence 
was  laid  on  the  table  on  Monday,  March 
11th,  not  a  word  was  said.  The  accusing 
finger  had  been  lowered.  The  prevailing 
silence  exonerated  the  Government  of  any 
charge  of  irregularity  or  bad  business 
dealing.  The  same  evening,  in  a  discus- 
sion of  expenditures  under  the  heading 
of  special  warrants.  George  H.  Webster 
was  led  to  admit  tnat  nothing  discredit- 
able to  the  Government  had  been  dis- 
covered in  the  enquiry. 

Thus  was  laid  to  test  the  C.J.R.  Lodge 
episode  which  had  involved  four  meetings 
of  the  Public  Accounts  committee,  a  com- 
mittee which  had  not  been  called  together 
since  the  famous  St.  Albert  election  and 
barrels  of  beer  inquiry  of  1927. 


Committee  Now  Named  on 
Redistribution 

EDMONTON,  March  18.— To  imple- 
ment the  motion  of  Premier  Brownlee  on 
the  question  of  redistribution  passed  on 
Thursday,  March  7th,  the  committee 
of  nine  members  representing  all  groups 
in  the  Assembly  will  meet  for  organization 
on  Tuesday,  the  19th.  The  committee 
consists  of  the  following:  Hon.  R.  G. 
Reid,  Provincial  Treasurer,  and  Minister 
of  Municipal  Affairs;  Hon.  O.  L.  Mc- 
Pherson,  Minister  of  Public  Works;  W.  G. 
Farquharson,  (U.F.A.)  Ribstone;  Hugh  W. 
Allan,  (U.F.A.)  Peace  River:  Laudas 
Joly  (U.F.A.)  St.  Paul;  W.  H.  Shield 
(U.F.A.),  Macleod;  G.  H.  Webster  (Lib.) 
Calgary;  Fred  White  (Lab.)  Calgary; 
C.  Y.  Weaver  (Cons.)  Edmonton.  Wfr. 
Farquharson  is  chairman. 

The  committee  will  have  before  it  a 
great  deal  of  carefully  collected  and  com- 
piled data,  the  work  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Executive  Council,  John  D.  Hunt.  A 
map  some  eight  feet  square  gives  the 
present  constituency  divisions  and  the 
population  of  every  township,  village, 
town,  and  city  in  the  Province.  A  large 
schedule  tabulates  the  rural  and  urban 
populations  and  the  number  of  polls  in 
the  constituency,  together  with  the 
average  vote  per  poll  in  each  constituency. 
Mr.  Hunt  will  also  place  at  the  disposal 
of  the  committee  a  mass  of  information 
as  to  methods  and  plans  of  redistribution 
from  every  British  Dominion;  most  of 
which  has  been  accumulated  by  him 
through  personal  correspondence. 

N.F.P. 


Father  (proudly):  "Yes,  my  daughter 
is  now  recei\'ing  a  man's  wages." 

Visitor:  "Oh!  when  did  she  marry?" — 
Chatham  News. 
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Power  Development,  School  Bill,  Old  Age 
Pensions  and  Guarantees  to  Co-operatives 
Are  Features  of  Week's  Debates 

Government  Policy  in  Support  ef  Co-operative  Marketing  Assailed  by  Several  Members  of  Conservative  and  Liberal  Groups 
—Legislature  Deals  with  Many  Matters  of  Outstanding  Public  Interest— Breton  Urges  That  Incurable 

Insanity  Be  Made  Ground  for  Divorce 


Power  Sub- Amend  meat 
Adopted  Following 
Debate  in  Assembly 

Ministers  Express  Views — Labor  Strong 
for  Public  Ownership — Conservatives 
Strongly  Against 

MONDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  11.— The  Gov- 
ernment sub-amendment  on  the  subject 
of  electrical  power,  urging  that  the  right 
of  the  Province  to  take  over  the  develop- 
ment and  distribution  of  power  as  a 
public  utility  be  safeguarded  as  far  as 
possible,  was  carried  this  evening  after 
a  debate  in  which  the  general  trend  of  all 
speeches  favored  public  ovrnership,  with 
the  exception  of  those  of  Conservatives 
and  of  George  Webster  of  Calgary,  a 
Liberal  who  professed  his  preference  for 
development  iinder  private  ownership. 
It  might  be  noted,  incidentally,  that  Col. 
Weaver,  on  the  Conservative  side,  ad- 
dressed himself  rather  to  a  discussion  of 
the  merits  of  coal  as  an  alternative  source 
of  power  to  hydro,  rather  than  to  definite 
advocacy  of  private  ownership  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  McGillivray  resolution. 
The  debate  commenced  on  Friday  last, 
and  the  speeches  delivered  on  that  day 
were  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  The 
U.F.A. 

The  resolution  as  carried,  after  calling 
for  the  safeguarding  of  the  Province's 
rights  to  develop  electrical  power  as  a 
public  utility,  asked  that  the  inquiry 
already  undertaken  be  proceeded  with, 
and  that  in  the  meantime  no  alienation 
by  lease  or  otherwise  of  any  actual  or 
potential  power  resource  should  be  per- 
mitted until  the  right  of  the  Province  to 
acquire  such  resource  had  been  ade- 
quately protected. 

SMITH  GIVES  VIEWS 
ON  PROBLEM 

Hon.  Vernor  Smith  opened  the  debate 
on  the  Government's  amendment  to  the 
amendment  by  placing  himself  on  record 
as  favorable  to  public  ownership  and 
development  of  power  in  Alberta — pro- 
vided, however,  that  no  excessive  burden 
is  placed  on  the  Provincial  finances.  No 
one  desired  to  see  the  railway  story  re- 
peated. 

While  the  Baxter  report  had  been  pre- 
sented, he  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
time  had  arrived  for  a  more  complete 
survey  and  report — one  that  would  em- 
brace not  only  costs  of  production  and 
distribution  but  would  also  deal  with  the 
conflicting  claims  of  all  those  varied 
sources  of  power  generation— hydro,  coal, 
gas,  etc. — with  which  this  Province  was 
so  bountifully  provided. 

There  were  many  angles  to  the  develop- 
ment and  distribution  of  power  and  these 
should  be  carefully  considered  before 
embarking  on  any  large  project  of  ex- 
penditure.   Power  distribution  must  be 


STAFF  CORRESPONDENCE 


Debates  on  a  number  of  public  issues  of  outstanding  interest  and 
importance  featured  the  week  in  the  Alberta  Legislative  Assembly. 

The  Government  sub-amendment  on  the  power  issue  was  carried 
after  a  debate  in  which  Ministers  expressed  general  approval  of  public 
ownership,  Labor  strongly  advocated  a  public  ownership  policy,  and 
George  Webster,  Liberal,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  private  owner- 
ship as  advocated  by  the  Conservative  leader. 

The  Old  Age  Pensions  bill  passed  second  reading  unanimously, 
though  opposition  was  strongly  expressed  to  two  clauses  of  the  bill. 

The  new  School  Bill,  introduced  by  Perren  Baker,  was  the  occasion 
of  a  very  thorough  debate,  in  which  the  Minister  vigorously  defended 
the  principles  of  this  proposed  legislation. 

It  had  been  anticipated  that  the  Assembly  would  prorogue  on 
March  15th,  but  this  was  not  found  possible.  Prorogation  is  antici- 
pated on  the  day  upon  which  this  issue  goes  to  press  (March  20th) . 


considered  from  the  standpoint  of  dis- 
tributing it  to  cities,  towns,  villages, 
hamlets,  rural  communities,  and  last  but 
not  least,  for  industrial  purposes. 

While  he  had  been  interested  in  the 
clash  of  theory  between  the  Labor,  Liberal 
and  Conservative  groups  as  to  public 
versus  private  ownership,  the  real  ques- 
tion before  the  Assembly  was  how  to  best 
meet  the  needs  of  all  the  people  of  the 
Province  in  the  most  practical  way. 

He  could  not  agree  to  any  suggestion 
that  would  tie  up  the  resources  of  the 
Province  while  a  survey  was  being  made. 

Mr.  Smith  emphasized  the  importance 
of  avoiding  political  interference  with  the 
extension  of  power  lines  and  service,  de- 
claring that  whatever  organization  might 
be  set  up  by  the  Government  should  be 
given  complete  control. 

"I  have  no  hesitation  in  making  the 
statement  that  no  interference  of  a  poli- 
tical nature  has  been  permitted  in  the 
dealing  with  the  business  of  either  the 
railways  or  telephones  since  I  have  been 
Minister  of  these  Departments,"  de- 
clared Mr.  Smith.  "That  policy,  strictly 
adhered  to,  has  been  one  of  the  greatest 
factors  in  bringing  them  up  to  the  stan- 
dard they  have  attained  and  of  solving 
the  financial  difficulties  they  suffered 
from  for  a  good  many  years.  I  have  no 
fear  on  that  score,  provided,  of  course, 
the  organization  is  clothed  with  the  neces- 
sary authority  to  avoid  it." 

STATES  BELIEF  SHOWN 
IN  PUBLIC  OWNERSHIP 

Mr.  Pattinson  (Labor),  Edson,  came 
out  strongly  for  public  ownership  and 
ridiculed  the  stereotyped  arguments  of  the 
Conservative  leader  against  it. 

He  took  it  that  the  Government  amend- 
ment was  based  upon  a  belief  in  public 
ownership.  The  major  part  of  his  speech 
was  devoted  to  a  thorough  consideration 
of  the  rival  claims  of  hydro  and  coal  as 
the  generating  basis.  He  wanted  the 
Government  enquiry  to  l>e  comprehensive 
in  the  widest  sense  of  the  term.    It  should 


not  confine  itself  to  hydro.  If  we  were 
to  keep  abreast  of  the  times,  we  must 
take  cognizance  of  the  great  advances 
made  by  steam  plants  and  the  even 
greater  improvements  that  might  be 
expected. 

DUGGAN  STRONG  FOR 
PRIVATE  OWNERSHIP 

D.  M.  Duggan  (Cons.),  Edmonton, 
expressed  himself  as  in  complete  accord 
with  Mr.  McGillivray's  stand  for  private 
ownership.  In  any  event  the  Province 
was  in  no  financial  shape  to  undertake 
any  new  commitments.  We  had  our 
hands  full  now  in  meeting  the  legitimate 
and  ever-increasing  needs  of  medical 
services,  education  and  road  construction. 
Taking  the  latter  as  an  example,  he 
believed  public  opinion  would  demand 
the  expenditure  in  the  next  three  or  four 
years,  under  this  head  alone,  of  some 
25  million  dollars. 

WEBSTER  SUPPORTS 
CONSERVATIVE  POLICY 

George  Webster  (Lib.),  Calgary,  said 
he  had  listened  to  professions  of  faith  as 
to  public  vs.  private  ownership  from  all 
groups  in  the  Assembly  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Government  benches.  He 
was  still  waiting  for  something  definite 
from  that  quarter.  He  agreed  with  Mr. 
White  of  Calgary  that  there  had  been 
unreasonable  delay  by  the  Government 
in  deciding  on  a  policy.  What  was  the 
Government  waiting  for?  It  had  already 
caused  three  enquiries  and  reports  to  be 
made:  the  first  by  engineers  of  the  On- 
tario Hydro,  the  second  by  its  own  engin- 
eers as  to  relative  advantages  of  hydro 
and  coal,  and  lastly  the  Baxter  report. 
And  yet  Cabinet  Ministers  were  still 
talking  about  need  for  further  study  and 
the  difficulty  of  finding  competent  men 
to  help  them. 

He  was  quite  frank  in  stating  his  faith 
in  private  ownership.  He  believed  that  at 
the  present  time  the  Province  could  be 
best  served  by  hj'dro  development,  espe- 
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cislly  if  adeqimte  mountnin  Btoragc  could 
be  secured.  Taking  a  lontt  view  of  the 
matter,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  terri- 
torial zone  of  which  Calfrary  was  the 
centre  would  eventually  absorb  all  the 

Fower  produced  in  the  Bow  River  Valley, 
t  was  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
territory  from  Fed  Deer  north,  which  ho 
might  call  the  Edmonton  zone,  would  be 
served  in  the  future  by  steam  generating 
plants.  At  present,  however,  there  was 
no  advantage  in  locking  up  vast  sums  of 
money  in  unnecessary  plants. 

Dealing  with  the  remarks  of  C.  L. 
Gibbs,  of  Edmonton,  Mr.  Webster  said 
he  thoupht  that  the  advantages  of  public 
ownership  had  been  overstated.  He  be- 
lieved in  private  ownership  under  Gov- 
ernment control,  such  as  the  Public 
Utilities  Board  was  equipped  to  give. 
He  agreed  with  previous  speakers  that  the 
Province  had  plenty  of  outlet  for  its 
governmental  energies  in  such  legitimate 
directions  as  health,  education  and  roads 
without  interfering  with  the  business  of 
private    utility  corporations. 

BROWNLEE  RIDICULES 
McGILLIVRAY'S  ARGUMENTS 

Premier  Brownlee  made  it  quite  clear 
that  he  was  not  going  to  be  led  into  a 
discus.sion  of  public  versus  private  own- 
ership. He  was  inclined  to  be  sympathetic 
to  public  ownership  provided  the  condi- 
tions were  favorable.  He  ridiculed  Mr. 
McGillivray's  suggestion  that  such  Gov- 
ernment activities  as  we  were  discussing 
would  lead  us  into  communism.  Surely 
the  Government  of  Ontario  was  not  com- 
munistic! He  disagreed  with  the  con- 
tention that  a  Government  cannot  give 
efficient  utility  service.  Evcr\thing  de- 
pends upon  the  people  in  charge.  Alberta, 
in  its  railway  and  telephone  operations, 
had  disproved  this  ola  stock  argument 
about  Government  inefficiency. 

After  all  this  boasted  efficiency  of  pri- 
vate enterprise  was  subject  to  consider- 
able qualification.  The  grain  trade  in 
All)erta  had  been  very  far  short  of  effi- 
ciency before  the  advent  of  the  Wheat 
Pool.  Only  last  year  t  he  Legislature  had 
been  compelled  to  pass  legislation  to 
prevent  overlapping  and  over  capitali- 
zation in  power  development. 

In  the  last  analysis,  the  efficiency  of 
public  ownership  depended  upon  three 
factors: 

First,   ability  to'  provide  adequate 
capital  for  full  and  economic  develop- 
ment; Second,  ability  to  secure  eSi- 
cisnt  and  honest  management;  Third, 
freedom  from  political  interference. 
He  believed  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment was  quite  capable  of  ensuring  the 
two  last  factors,  but  he  was  not  ready 
to  say  that  adequate  capital  could  be 
provided  without  hampering  and  handi- 
capping other  vital  Provincial  needs. 

Any  delay  that  had  occurred  in  formu- 
lating a  policy  had  been  related  to  the 
factor  of  finance.  It  was  necessary  to 
proceed  with  caution;  public  confidence 
in  public  operation  had  been  severely 
shaken  by  the  early  history  of  Provincial 
railways  and  telephones.  It  had  not  yet 
been  fully  re-established.  He  had  been 
criticized  from  both  sides  but  he  was 
prepared  to  stand  or  fall  by  the  policy 
of  first  working  out  the  Railway,  Tele- 
phone and  Financial  problems  of  the 
Province,  before  embarking  on  some  new 
and  difficult  enterpfisc. 

Before  launching  out  on  such  a  scheme 
he  w'anted  to  know  the  full  implications 
of  such  a  decision.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  Province  was  not  yet  in  a  favorable 
position  for  taking  up  ptiblic  ownership. 
He  questioned  verj*  much  their  right  to 
expropriate  the  Calgary  Power  Co.,  w  hich 
in  any  consideration  of  this  matter  must 


be  s  basic  factor.  So  far  they  had  not 
been  given  control  of  their  power  re- 
sources by  the  Dominion  Government 
and  even  when  this  took  place  they  would 
have  to  face  the  problem  of  acquiring 

Clant,  equipment   and,  possibly,  goodwill 
y  process  of    arbitration,  with  all  the 
danger  of  a  prohibitive  price  being  fixed. 

CONTRACTS  ALREADY 
ENTERED  INTO 

Even  if  Alberta  got  back  her  natural 
resources  we  should  have  to  recognize 
contracts  already  entered  into  bv  the 
Federal  Government.  Nothing  had  been 
disclosed  in  this  debate  that  would  justify 
hasty  action.  The  Government  were 
watching  the  situation  closely  and  were 
anxious  to  have  experts  of  their  own  to 
make  the  necessary  enquiries  and  keep 
them  advised,  so  that  when  conditions 
might  be  more  favorable  for  a  forward 
Government  policy  they  would  be  in  a 
position  to  act  quickly  and  intelligently 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  Province  as  a 
w  hole. 

He  desired  to  say,  to  any  who  thought 
that  the  Government  could  give  them 
electric  power  in  a  reasonably  short  time 
at  reasonable  rates,  that  all  their  infor- 
mation was  in  discouragement  of  this 
idea.  Even  in  more  densely  populated 
Provinces,  it  had  been  found  necessary  to 
subsidize  the  rural  lines.  It  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  no  part  of  Alberta  had  as 
many  as  two  consumers  to  the  mile — 
few  parts  even  had  one.  An  enquiry  in 
the  Camrose  district  had  revealed  that 
only  about  50  per  cent  of  rural  consumers 
would  take  service,  if  available,  at  self- 
supporting  rates. 

The  Government  was  trying  to  pro- 
tect the  public  interest  in  every  way.  A 
special  clause  had  been  nut  into  the 
Ghost  River  agreement  witn  the  Calgary 
Power  Co.,  giving  the  Province  the  same 
rights  of  "recapture"  as  are  now  enjoyed 
by  the  Dominion  Government. 

By  legislation  and  by  the  actions  of  the 
Puluic  Utilities  Board,  overlapping  and 
undue  competition  had  been  prevented. 

The  Government  could  not  accept  Mr. 
Irwin's  amendment  against  public  own- 
ership because  it  was  not  prepared  to 
commit  itself  in  either  direction.  It  could 
not  accept  Mr.  Shaw's  motion,  because  it 
contemplates  an  enquiry  by  some  out- 
side committee  of  engineers.  Such  an 
enquiry  would  not  be  competent  to  de- 
cide between  public  and  private  ownership 


or  even  as  to  the  relative  advantages  of 
hydro  and  steam. 

The  Government  preferred  to  employ 
competent  engineers  to  work  along  definite 
lines  looking  to  the  protection  of  the 
Provincial  interest  and  to  placing  the 
Government  in  a  good  stratecic  position 
to  act  when  the  right  moment  should  come. 

SHAW  THINKS 
McGILLIVRAY'S  CASE  WEAK 

J.  T.  Shaw  contended  that  his  resolu- 
tion had  been  wrongly  interpreted.  He 
never  suggested  that  an  outside  commis- 
sion should  be  appointed  or  that  they 
should  be  charged  to  decide  between 
public  and  private  ownership. 

The  Conservatives  had  evidently  made 
up  their  minds  to  stand  pat  for  private 
ownership.  He  was  not  very  much  im- 
pressed by  the  arguments  of  the  Conser- 
vative leader — they  were  somewhat  hoary 
with  age  and  frayed  at  the  edges.  Times 
and  viewpoints  had  changed  since  J.  S. 
Mill.  Neither  was  he  greatly  impressed 
by  the  quotations  from  the  speeches  of 
leading  Americans.  He  would  guarantee 
to  dig  up  just  as  many  and  just  as  dis- 
tinguished quotations  on  the  other  side 
of  the  question. 

He  quoted  official  statistics  as  to  the 
inefficiency  of  private  industrial  concern. 
Large  numbers  had  failed  on  account  of 
speculation,  fraud,  incompetence,  inex- 
perience, wasteful  competition,  lack  of 
credit,  extravagance  or  neglect.  He  was 
not  worried  as  to  the  alleged  inefficiency 
of  public  ownership.  He  cited  the  case 
of  the  C.N.R.  in  answer  to  Mr.  McGilli- 
vray's claim  with  respect  to  American 
rail  ways. 

Concluding,  Mr.  Shaw  was  not  insist- 
ing on  the  wisdom  of  public  ownership  at 
this  time.  There  was  need,  however,  for 
a  thorough  investigation.  That  was  all 
he  asked  for  in  the  resolution.  If  the 
Province  decided  to  go  into  the  power 
business  after  the  investigation  it  would 
not  be  hampered  if  the  status  quo  were 
retained.  He  criticized  the  Government's 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  charg- 
ed that  they  had  done  very  little  so  far. 
These  last  few  observations  were  made 
in  the  evening  after  adjournment  for 
dinner.  The  question  was  put,  clearing 
the  amendment  out  of  the  way  in  favor 
of  the  Government  sub-amendment,  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  being  subsequently 
carried  as  amended  by  the  Government's 
amendment. 


Trackways  Bill  Killed  by  35  Votes  to 
18  on  Second  Reading 

House  Debates  Proposal  to  Make  Incurable  Insanity  Ground  for  Divorce— Pensions 
Scheme  for  Teachers  Discussed 


TUESDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  12.— The  Track-, 
waj-8  bill,  which  was  killed  in  committee 
last  year  by  a  narrow  majority  on  a 
motion  "that  the  committee  rise,"  was 
rejected  by  a  two  to  one  vote  on  second 
reading  today,  and  thus  will  not  go  even 
as  far  as  the  committee  stage.  The  de- 
feat of  a  private  bill  on  second  reading  is 
generally  regarded  as  an  indication  that 
the  Assembly  does  not  approve  of  the 
principle  involved. 
Teachers'  Pension  Fund  Proposed 
Two  resolutions  were  discussed  at 
length  by  the  Assembly  without  any 
determining  vote.  The  first  of  these  was 
moved  by  Hector  Lang,  the  Liberal  mem- 
ber for  Medicine  Hat,  and  called  for  the 


creation  of  a  fund  out  of  which,  pending 
the  enactment  of  a  teachers'  pension 
plan,  pensions  might  be  paid  to  teachers 
who  having  rendered  long  service  in  the 
profession,  are  unable  to  continue  on 
account  of  ill-health  or  old  age.  It  was 
proposed  in  the  resolution  that  the  Mini- 
ster of  Education  should  be  empowered  to 
make  provision  by  agreement  with  such 
tea-chers  as  might  become  parties  thereto, 
for  the  creation  and  maintenance  of  the 
fund.  While  sympathy  with  many  of 
the  objects  which  Mr.  Lang  had  in  view 
was  expressed  by  members  of  the  Cabinet, 
it  was  made  clear  that  the  Government 
do  not  consider  the  time  opportune. 
The  Premier  stated  that  until  the  Mini- 
ster of  Education  could  bring  down  a 
scheme  which  would  be  satisfactory  to 
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the  teachers,  and  which  could  be  recom- 
mended to  (he  Assemhiy  hy  the  Govern- 
ment, it  was  undesirable  that  any  scheme 
should  be  broucht  down  at  all.  Mr. 
Lang  adiourned  (he  debate,  and  it  is  not 
expected  thai  this  mat(er  will  come  up 
again  during  the  present  session. 

INCURABLE  INSANITY  AS 
GROUND  FOR  DIVORCE 

The  other  resolution  was  moved  by 
D.  C.  Breton  (^U.F.A.)  Leduc  and  pro- 
posed an  appeal  to  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment to  amend  the  divorce  laws  so  as  to 
free  from  the  marriage  bond  the  husbands 
or  wives  of  those  certified  to  be  incurably 
insane.  The  sugge.-'tion  was  made  that 
time  .should  be  given  for  the  con.eideration 
of  this  important  ma((er.  and  accordingly 
Mr.  Breton  adjourned  the  debate,  satis- 
fied for  the  present  to  have  called  atten- 
tion to  the  nature  of  the  problem. 

LANG  INTRODUCES 
HIS  RESOLUTION 

Introducing  his  resolution,  Mr.  Lang, 
after  eulogising  the  teaching  profession, 
stated  that  he  thousht  it  was  time  to 
implement  the  compliments  made  to  the 
profession  by  something  more  tangible. 
Nothing  would  stabilize  teaching  more 
than  the  assurance  that  after  long  service 
old  age  would  have  some  recompense.  He 
gave  figures  showing  the  cost  of  education 
and  maintaining  that  taxing  bodies  were 
saving  at  the  expense  of  the  teacher. 
There  were  .^,000  teachers  in  the  Province. 
Of  these  1,800  changed  schools  from  year 
to  year.  It  cost  $2.50  or  S3.=i0  to  give 
normal  training  to  these  and  they  only 
served  throe  and  a  half  years  on  the 
average.  It  would  save  money  to  secure 
more  permanence. 

All  the  other  Provinces  except  Saskat- 
chewan had  some  pension  scheme  and 
that  Province  was  considering  one.  His 
resolution  did  not  ask  for  that,  but  pro- 
posed that  in  the  meantime  something  be 
done  for  the  ten  to  twenty  teachers  who 
were  in  need  of  such  provisions.  They 
had  borne  the  burden  of  pioneer  condi- 
tions. To  give  them  similar  recognition 
to  that  given  in  B.C.  would  entail  only 
from  $5,400  to  $10,800. 

C.  L.  Gibbs,  supporting  Mr.  Lang, 
stressed  the  point  that  it  was  not  a 
compassionate  measure  that  was  being 
sought  but  something  that  would  pay  in 
better  service  in  this  vital  public  work. 
The  public  was  getting  anvthing  but  full 
value  for  money  spent.  We  might  have 
fine  schools  and  a  splendid  curricidum 
but  unless  the  teachinic  profession  were 
made  attractive  to  a  high  type  of  person 
the  money  would  be  largely  wasted.  The 
correspondence  of  several  years  past 
showed  that  the  Government  were  in 
favor  of  these  considerations.  He  hoped 
something  could  be  done  to  materialize 
them. 

MUST  BE  SUPPLEMENTARY 
TO  REORGANIZATION 

Hon.  Perren  Baker,  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation expressed  general  agreement  with 
the  arguments  advanced;  and  was 
glad  that  Mr.  Gibbs  had  drawn  atten- 
tion to  the  benefits  to  be  derived  by 
the  whole  educational  system.  There 
was  a  duplication  in  the  figures  offered. 
Certificates  were  issued  on  two  occasions 
to  the  same  person,  so  that  the  numl^er 
of  teachers  certificated  each  j  ear  averaged 
about  half  of  the  number  stated.  Under 
the  system  of  education  now  in  vogue  a 
pension  scheme  would  not  have  much 
effect  on  the  3,000  other  than  (own  s'  hools. 
Some(hing  more  was  re<iuired.  A  pen- 
sion scheme  would  only  be  supplementary 
to  general  reorgnniza(ion. 

The  Government  desired  to  be  able  to 
inform  the  Assembly  to  the  full  as  to 


what  was  involved  before  being  committed 
to  anv  comprehensive  scheme.  What  was 
asked  for  by  Mr.  Lang's  motion  could  be 
taken  care  of  by  provisions  already  con- 
tained in  the  laws,  without  setting  up 
such  machinery  as  would  be  necessitated 
by  the  resolution. 

Liberal  leader  Shaw,  supporting  the 
resolution,  wondered  how  long  the  Gov- 
ernment were  going  to  take  before  afford- 
ing relief  to  the  teaching  profession.  He 
cited  a  case  of  a  lady  who  after  having 
taught  for  seventeen  years  was  left  on 
the  charity  of  her  friends.  It  was  not  a 
question  of  charity,  however^  but  of 
lending  security  to  the  profession.  The 
Minister  of  Education,  he  charged,  had 
introduced  a  plan  of  re-organization  of  the 
educational  system  of  the  Province  which 
had  met  with  both  favor  and  disfavor. 
He  had  not  included  provision  for  teach- 
ers' pensions  in  his  plan.  He  might  re- 
organize all  his  life,  but  unless  he  did 
something  to  improve  the  morale  of  the 
teachers  themselves  it  would  be  of  no 
avail.  Other  Provinces  could  do  it. 
Now  was  the  day  of  opportunity. 

Premier  Brownlee  remmded  his  hearers 
that  he  had  taught  in  Ontario  for  three 
years  at  the  princely  salary  of  $400  a 
j'ear;  so  he  was  not  unaware  of  the 
problems  before  them.  He  had  also  dis- 
cussed it  at  length  with  teachers  and 
representatives  of  interested  bodies.  He 
would  call  attention  again  to  the  fact  that 
there  were  many  things  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  like  to  do;  but  there  were  the 
financial  limitations.  If  the  Government 
had  f!one  everything  that  had  been  advo- 
cated, public  expenditure  would  have  been 
doubled  ere  this. 

OTHER  SCHEMES  WHICH 
TEACHERS  DISLIKE 

Mr.  Brownlee  contended  that  to  create 
the  impression  that  other  Provinces  had 
schemes  of  teachers'  pensions  that  were 
satisfactory  to  the  profession  was  to  mis- 
lead very  definitely.  The  B.C.  scheme 
was  practically  inoperative  and  would 
certainly  not  meet  the  approval  of  the 
teachers  of  Alberta.  In  Manitoba  the 
scheme  was  non-contributory  and  teach- 
ers had  expressed  the  hope  that  nothing 
similar  would  be  enacted  in  Alberta. 
Only  in  the  older  and  wealthier  Provinces 
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was  any  adequate  scheme  in  effect.  He 
did  not  propose  to  be  bound  by  anything 
that  would  commit  the  Province  to  a 
course  of  action  before  all  that  was 
involved  had  come  under  review.  He 
preferred  not  to  deal  with  the  matter  at 
all  unless  it  were  dealt  with  adequately. 
This  resolution  committed  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  principle  of  contribution. 
The  delegation  of  the  Alliance  which  had 
appeared  before  himself  and  the  Minister 
that  morning  had  been  asked  to  furnish 
names  and  particulars  of  cases  such  as 
would  be  covered  by  the  resolution.  These 
would  be  dealt  with  without  any  sugges- 
tion of  indigence. 

A.  A.  McGillivray,  suggested  that  the 
resolution  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  words  "that  pending  the  enactment  of 
a  Teachers'  Pension  plan."  He  further 
declared  that  inasmuch  as  the  proposed 
pension  scheme  which  had  been  discussed 
in  connection  with  the  resolution  involved 
an  annual  expenditure  of  only  $130,000 
out  of  a  total  expenditure  of  $15,111,000, 
there  should  be  a  paring  down  of  other 
less  important  ones  to  meet  this  need.  It 
was  important  that  the  teaching  profes- 
sion* should  be  relieved  of  the  harassment 
and  bedevilment  due  to  fear  of  want 
in  old  age. 

MANY  MICKLES  WHICH 
MAKE  A  MUCKLE 

Mr.  McPherson  reminded  the  Assem- 
bly that  the  $130,000  so  minimized  by 
the  Conservative  leader  was  one  of 
many  sums  which  ultimately  made  up 
the  fifteen  millions  of  which  expenditure 
so  much  complaint  had  been  made.  He 
had  listened  to  the  honorable  member 
and  thought  how  many  similar  sums  he 
would  like  to  spend  for  services  which 
were  in  demand.  It  came  down  in  the 
cold  light  of  scrutiny  to  a  matter  of 
dollars  and  cents.  Mr.  McGillivray  had 
himself  instanced  this  many  times.  Mr. 
McPherson  believed  that  the  proposed 
Education  Bill  would  go  far  toward  a 
solution  of  many  teachers'  problems. 

Mr.  Lang  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  which  is  equivalent  in  this 
instance  to  shelving  the  matter  for 
another  year. 

BRETON  CITES  CASES 
IN   PONOKA  HOSPITAL 

Mr.  Breton,  in  moving  "that  this  As- 
esmbly  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  request  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment to  amend  the  law  as  to  divorce 
by  recognising  as  a  ground  for  divorce 
insanity  prounonccd  .as  incurable  by 
competent  medical  authority,"  traversed 
somewhat  the  same  ground  as  on  a 
former  occasion  during  the  debate  on  the 
Ponoka  situation.  There  were,  he  said, 
fifty  patients  in  Ponoka  under  forty  years 
of  age  who  had  been  there  three  years  or 
more,  who  were  married.  There  was 
practically  no  hope  of  release  and  the 
husliand  or  wife  in  such  cases  was  com- 
pelled by  law  to  remain  linked  with  a 
partner  who  was  incurably  insane  for  the 
remainder  of  life.  He  cited  a  case  where 
a  young  woman  had  been  left  on  a  farm 
and  for  years  the  sum  of  a  dollar  a  day 
was  charged  against  the  land  during  the 
husband's  detention  in  Ponoka.  The 
intolerable  situation  had  finally  forced  an 
illegal  union.  Mr.  Breton  cited  laws 
governing  marriage  and  divorce  by  which 
we  were  governed  which  were,  he  said, 
mediaeval.  The  subject  w.as  now  before 
a  Royal  Commission  in  Kngland,  and  he 
thought  it  was  time  some  action  was 
taken  to  relieve  these  unfortunates  in 
Canada.  Eighteen  countries  had  laws 
making  insanity  a  ground  of  div^orce. 

Mr.  McGillivray  thought  that  while 
the    considerations    advanced    by  Mr. 
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Breton  were  ierioui,  it  was  equally  aerious 

to  contemplnte  the  posaiHility  of  divorce 
being  Rrantcd  and  then  the  Bub8c<iuent 
recovery  of  the  person  declared  to  have 
been  incurablv  insane.  Experts  were 
far  from  infallible.  He  reminded  the 
Assembly  that  marriape  was  for  pood  or 
ill.  He  suppested  that  the  matter  be 
allowed  to  stand.  Following  brief  com- 
ment bv  Mr.  Boudreau,  Mr.  Shaw  said 
he  thought  that  it  was  perhaps  advisable 
for  the  Dominion  Covernmcnt  to  con- 
eider  the  finest  ion.  There  were  the  cases 
of  the  husbands  and  wives  of  those  im- 
prisoned for  life  and  many  similar  cases. 
He  thought  it  unwise  to  pass  the  reso- 
lution. 

Before  adjourning  the  debate,  Mr. 
Breton  stated  that  safegiiardjs  were  ap- 
plied in  the  countries  where  these  laws 
obtained  by  taking  account  of  the  length 
of  incarceration  holding  a  judicial  en- 
quiry and  by  the  findings  of  a  medical 
commission. 

PRESENTS   CASE  FOE 
TRACKWAYS  BILL 

The  principle  involved  in  the  Alberta 
Trackways  Bill  was  that  the  Government 
should  allow  private  enterprise  to  supply 
a  hard  surface  road  for  pleasure  purposes 
on  private  right  of  way  between  Calgary 
and  Banff,  stated  Mr.  Claypool  on  intro- 
ducing the  measure  for  second  reading. 
The  company  was  reducing  the  scope 
©f  the  bill  of  last  year  to  this  one  road. 
Roads,  said  Mr.  Claypool,  were  without 
doubt  a  public  utility,  and  service  must 
be  given  m  a  fairly  uniform  way  through- 
out the  Province.  It  would  not  be  fair 
for  the  Government  to  build  a  pleasure 
road  for  a  certain  class  of  people.  The 
Government,  too,  bad  a  big  enough  task 
ahead  in  its  general  program  without 
undertaking  work  of  this  kind.  The 
present  trail  was  inadequate,  and  there 
were  but  three  courses  open:  to  meet  the 
demand  by  building  a  suitable  road  from 
the  revenues  of  the  Province,  which  was 
as  unnecpsspry  as  taking  over  the  Banff 
Springs  hotel;  allowing  the  road  to  con- 
tinue as  at  present  with  just  ordinary 
repairs;  or  accepting  the  principle  of  the 
bill  and  allowing  private  enterprise  to 
undertake  construction  and  operation 
under  control.  The  Province  was  not  in 
a  position  to  pay  the  costs  of  this  service, 
and  it  was  not  right  to  refuse  to  allow 
others  to  provide  it. 

BEOWNLEE  CONVINCED 
WOULD  AGGRAVATE  PROBLEM 

Ftflting  emphatically  that  while  he 
spoke  as  a  private  member  and  each 
other  member  was  at  liberty  to  act  just 
as  he  chose,  he  had  the  same  attitude  to 
this  question  as  he  took  last  year.  Pre- 
mier Brownlee  said  he  would  reiterate 
that  the  project  was  premature;  it  would 
not  relieve  but  woula  rather  increase  the 
road  problem.  He  knew  of  one  toll  gate 
in  all  Canada.  It  was  on  a  mountain 
side  and  part  of  an  amusement  resort 
scheme.  The  Banff-Calgary  road  was 
not  in  a  suitable  part  of  the  Province 
for  the  use  of  toll  gates.  He  maintained 
also  that  the  figures  submitted  had  taken 
into  account  only  the  maximum  use  of 
the  road  by  the  traffic  of  recent  years. 
The  project  was  doomed  to  failure.  It 
could  be  very  profitable  in  construction 
to  its  promoters;  but  it  might  never  be 
operated;  and  might  ultimately  land  in 
bankruptcy  and  be  left  on  the  hands  of 
the  Government. 

McGILLIVRAY  SUPPORTS 
THE  SCHEME 

Maintaining  that  were  it  not  for  the 
necessity  of  crossing  road  allowances  the 
mptter  of  the  building  of  this  euper-road- 


way  would  not  necessarily  have  come 
before  the  Legislature,  Mr.  McGillivray 
assailed  the  arguments  of  the  Premier, 
while  stating  at  the  outset  that  he  too 
wished  it  understood  that  he  was  speaking 
as  a  private  member  and  would  advance 
the  same  considerations  if  the  road  were 
to  be  constructed  from  Edmonton  to 
Jasper.  The  Utilities  Board  would  pro- 
tect the  public  in  the  formation  of  this 
company.  There  was  no  legal  respon- 
sibility resting  on  the  Government  that 
would  force  taking  it  over  in  the  event  of 
failure:  and  the  position  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  so  well  advertised  that 
no  investor  could  expect  or  hope  to  make 
the  Government  responsible  for  any  loss 
in  the  event  of  failure. 

Mr.  McGillivray  challenged  the  Pre- 
mier's statement  that  there  was  no  need. 
There  was  a  need,  because  there  was  a 
demand,  just  as  there  was  a  demand  for 
parks  or  bowling  alleys  or  theatres.  There 
should  be  a  road  over  which  those  who 
are  willing  to  pay  for  the  privilege  of 
travel  might  pass.  The  importance  of 
tourists  to  the  country  should  not  be 
forgotten.  Private  capital  should  not  be 
prevented  from  meeting  a  demand.  He 
saw  nothing  to  indicate  that  the  building 
of  such  a  highway  would  create  more 
demand  for  similar  highways.  The  taste 
of  the  travelling  public  was  already 
educated  to  paved  roads  by  their  e.xist- 
eni'e  in  the  cities. 

Mf.  Brownlee  had  contended  that  the 
calculations  of  the  promoters  had  been 
based  on  maximum  returns.  This  was 
not  fair.  Thousands  would  make  use  of 
a  safe,  dustless,  bumpless  road  who  do 
not  travel  at  present.  Then,  too,  mil- 
lions of  dollars  would  be  spent  in  the 
Province  in  material  and  work'.  The 
Government  could  surely  trust  the  Board 
of  Public  Utilities  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  public  in  this  case  through  a  public 
act  just  as  in  the  case  of  a  joint  stock 
company.  The  toll  principle,  he  con- 
tended, was  not  applied  in  this  instance 
to  the  king's  highway;  if  so  he  would  have 
been  against  it.  The  Government  would 
not  be  called  upon  to  guarantee  bonds. 

The  member  said  that  he  would  support 
the  bill  for  the  following  reasons:  the 
spending  of  capital  in  development  should 
be  encouraged;  private  enterprise  should 
not  be  obstructed;  the  proposed  road 
did  not  affect  the  use  of  the  regular  high- 
ways except  to  relieve  traffic  congestion 
and  maintenance  charges  thereon;  it 
provided  enjoyment  for  our  own  people; 
it  would  attract  thousands  of  tourists, 
who  would  spend  money  and  were  in 
many  instances  potential  settlers;  and 
it  would  make  known  to  the  world  one 
of  Canada's  greatest  playgrounds. 

MINISTER  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 
FIRMLY  OPPOSED 

Mr.  McPherson  said  there  were  no 
new  arguments.  Would  Mr.  McGillivray 
be  responsible  for  instance  for  authorizing 
a  railway  without  being  assured  of  its 
having  sufficient  backing?  He  doubted 
it.  Tnere  was  no  longer  any  force  in  the 
cry  to  spend  monay  for  th^  creating  of 
labor.  Other  and  sounder  considerations 
must  govern.  It  was  beyond  doubt  that 
demand  for  facilities  was  created  by 
development.  That  there  would  be  many 
to  derive  benefit  from  the  proposed  road- 
way it  would  be  idle  to  deny,  but  he  was 
not  so  convinced  of  the  argument  about 
tourists.  They  would  not  be  affected 
in  any  tour  (hey  might  undertake  by  the 
knowledge  that  they  could  travel  for 
two  hours  on  a  paved  road  from  Calgary 
to  Banff.  There  would  be  some  little 
saving  in  maintenance  but  none  appre- 
ciable in  capital  expenditures  by  the 
building  of  this  road. 


Summing  up,  Mr.  Claypool  said  that 
the  figures  given  were  not  too  optimistic. 
Account  had  been  taken  of  the  traffic 
for  six  months  only  and  none  of  the  casual 
traffic.  The  promoters  were  willing  to 
show  that  the  money  was  properly  raised 
and  to  have  construction  supervised.  The 
only  way  they  could  get  returns  from 
their  investments  was  to  operate  the 
road.  If  it  were  a  failure  there  would  be 
no  demand  to  take  it  over.  If  there  were 
no  demand  to  take  it  over,  it  would  be  a 
succcs.i.  He  Ihouuht  no  group  of  men 
should  be  penalized  because  they  did  not 
have  unlimited  resources  behind  them.  It 
would  be  calamitous  for  the  Province  to 
undertake  the  building  of  paved  roads. 

The  bill  was  defeated  on  second  reading 
by  a  vote  of  18  to  35.  In  the  division, 
ail  party  lines  were  crossed,  nine  members 
of  the  Government  side  voting  with  four 
Liberals,  two  Labor  and  three  Conser- 
vatives in  favor  of  the  motion,  while  the 
thirty-five  U.F.A.  members  who  opposed 
were  a.^sisted  by  Hector  Lang  among  the 
Liberals  and  Messrs.  Pattinson,  Smeaton, 
Gibbs  and  Parkyn,  of  the  Labor  group. 

HOW  THE 
MEMBERS  VOTED 

The  recorded  vote  on  the  bill  was 

as  follows: 

For  the  motion:  Mes.'sieurs  Cameron, 
Galbraith,  Smith.  N.  S.,  Matheson,  Clay- 
pool, Me  Keen,  Smith,  W.  C,  Enzenauer, 
Delisle,  Shaw,  Boudreau,  Frame,  Prevey, 
White,  Christophers,  McGillivray,  Dug-, 
gan,  Irwin. 

Against  the  motion:  Messieurs  Smith, 
V.  W.,  Reid,  Brownlee,  Lymburn,  Mc- 
Pherson, Parlby  (Mrs.),  Baker,  Mac- 
Lachlan,  Sparks,  Shield,  Cars»n,  Love, 
Forster,  Buckley,  Peterson,  Cook,  Smith, 
G.  W.,  Stringam,  Sanders,  Proudfoot, 
Conner,  Washi)urn,  Andrews,  Brown, 
Mihahheon,  Hennig,  Breton,  McCool, 
Walker,  Allen,  Lang,  Gibbs,  Smeaton, 
Pattinson.  Parkyn. 

Paired:  Weaver  (for);  Joly  (against). 
Webster  (for);  Hoadley  (against). 

The  remainder  of  the  evening  was 
spent  in  giving  third  reading  to  twenty- 
two  bills.  "The  Mental  Defectives  Act," 
after  some  discussion  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
allowing  people  of  certain  types  to  be 
released  to  be  taken  care  of  in  private 
homes,  was  given  a  second  reading  with 
the  two  Conservative  lawyers,  Messrs. 
McGillivray  and  Weaver,  dissenting. 

 o  

Sustain  Defeat  in 
Committee  of  Whole 
on  Alimony  Clause 

Provision  for  Imprisonment  Eliminated 
on  Motion  of   McGillirray,  When 
Attendance  Slim 

WEDNESDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  13.— It  is  often 
the  dullest  afternoon  that  provides  the 
liveliest  moment  in  the  Legislature.  The 
drone  of  the  voices  of  members  dealing 
without  show  of  interest  with  clauses  of 
bills  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  this 
afternoon,  bills  largely  quite  uncontentious 
in  nature,  had  lulled  the  press  gallery 
almost  to  sleep.  Suddenly  the  trim  Pgure 
of  the  Conservative  leader  was  seen  to 
rise.  Only  about  half  the  members  were 
present.  The  Attorney  General  was  sup- 
ported on  the  Treasury  benches  by  one 
other  Minister. 

Mr.  McGillivray  protested  that  sub- 
section (e)  of  (I)  of  Section  9  of  Bill  rum- 


March  22nd,  1929 


THE    U.  F.  A. 


(331)  11 


b«r  70  was  a  rft version  to  practices  long 
out  of  date.  It  wat  contrary  to  all 
mod«ra  ideas  of  justice,  etc.,  etc.  One 
or  two  pencili  in  the  gallery  began  to 
move,  the  doors  from  the  lobby  swung 
open  and  a  few  members  began  to  file  in. 
Mr.  McGillivray  was  trying  to  extract 
the  teeth  from  a  bill  introduced  by  Mr. 
Lymburn,  "For  the  Enforcement  of 
Alimony  and  Maintenance  Orders."  The 
section  under  fire  provided  that  if  the 
defaulter  under  th«  act  did  not  attend 
proceedings  against  him  as  required  by 
summons;  or  attended  and  refused  to  be 
sworn  or  depose  to  any  of  the  matters 
mentioned:  or  did  not  make  answer 
touching  the  same  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  judge:  or  if  it  appeared  to  the  judge 
that  the  aefaulter  had  given,  transferred, 
removed  or  concealed  his  property  to 
avoid  compliance  with  the  order  of  the 
court;  or  had  since  the  order  was  ob- 
tained against  him  had  sufficient  means 
or  ability  to  pay  and  had  refused  or 
neglected  to  do  so;  the  judge  might  order 
him  to  be  committed  to  a  common  jail 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  forty  days 
with  or  without  hard  labor. 

The  Conservative  leader  maintained 
that  alimony  should  be  like  other  debts. 
Imprisonment  for  debt  was  a  thing  of  the 
past.  It  belonged  to  the  days  of  Dickens. 
Judges  were  not  infallible.  There  were 
other  methods  such  as  the  garnishee.  He 
was  strongly  opposed,  though  he  would 


THURSDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  14.— The  Old 
Age  Pensions  Bill  passed  s.-cond  read-ng 
unanimously  in  the  Leg-'slr.ture  today 
after  a  debate  in  which  several  members 
of  the  Liberal,  Labor  and  Conservative 
groups  intimated  their  opposition  to  two 
clauses  of  the  measure  proposed  by  the 
Alberta  Government.  The  first  of  these, 
section  six,  provides  that  ten  per  cent  of 
the  amount  paid  over  in  pensions  to 
persons  resident  in  any  municipality  shall 
be  paid  by  the  municipality.  The  second 
section,  to  which  exception  is  taken  by  sev- 
eral members,  is  section  8,  which  provides 
that  the  pensions  authority  may  collect 
from  a  relative  of  a  pensioner,  if  such 
relative  would  be  liable  under  the  Main- 
tenance Order  Act  to  support  the  person 
concerned.  This  latter  section  was  strong- 
ly objected  to  by  the  Labor  and  some 
other  members,  on  the  ground  that  it 
gave  to  the  scheme  a  charity  flavor. 
Further  debate  on  these  sections  is  likely 
to  take  place  in  committee. 

In  moving  the  second  reading,  R.  G. 
Reid  stated  that  there  were  two  sections 
that  might  meet  with  objection:  that 
providing  for  the  payment  by  munici- 
palities of  ten  per  cent  of  the  net  amount 
of  the  pension;  and  that  providing  for 
maintenance  by  children  of  the  pensioner. 
It  was  necessary  that  the  people  should 
be  made  to  realize  as  clearly  as  possible 
the  cost  of  this  new  activity  of  Govern- 
ment. It  should  be  remembered  to  offset 
the  cost  to  municipalities  that  they  would 
be  relieved  of  the  care  of  indigents.  No 
attempt  was  being  made  to  make  relatives 
liable  for  maintenance  except  where 
well  able  to  pay.  The  state  should  be 
safeguarded  against  impositions.  There 
had  been  cases  in  Manitoba  where  persons 


probably  get  no  support  in  his  opposition 
from  the  gentlemen  opposite  who  were 
so  numerically  strong. 

Mr.  Lymburn  said  that  the  practical 
effect  of  the  measure  was  that  men  did 
not  go  to  jail.  They  paid.  The  Prov- 
ince was  behind  all  the  other  Provinces 
except  Quebec  in  this  matter.  It  was 
directed  at  the  man  who  could  pay  and 
would  not  until  forced  to  do  so. 

Mr.  McGillivray  challenged  that  the 
legislation  mentioned  was  recent  in  nature. 

Mr.  Lymburn  read  the  dates.  All  ex- 
cept that  of  Manitoba  were  since  1924. 
Manitoba's  legislation  dated  back  to  1913. 

No  other  voice  was  raised  on  the  ques- 
tion. Deputy  Speaker  McKeen,  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  put  the  motion. 
He  believed  the  "Yeas"  had  it.  There 
was  demand  for  a  standing  vote.  The 
Treasury  benches  were  augmented  by 
R.  G.  Reid.  When  the  heads  were 
counted  the  chairman  announced  that  the 
motion  to  strike  out  the  clause  had  been 
passed.  The  vote  was  fourteen  to  thir- 
teen. By  striking  out  the  clause  the  bill 
is  practically  kiJled.  To  the  defection  of 
four  Government  members,  the  failure 
of  several  to  vote  and  the  absence  of  some 
twenty  others,  this  defeat  of  an  important 
clause  in  a  Government  measure  was  due 
in  committee. 

A  large  number  of  bills  were  dealt  with 
in  committee,  and  five  were  given  third 
reading. 


formerly  affluent  had  distributed  their 
wealth  to  their  relatives  and  then  made 
claim  for  pension.  Manitoba  made  levy 
*or  the  full  amount  of  the  Province's  share 
upon  the  municipalities. 

WEBSTER  OPPOSES 
CERTAIN  SECTIONS 

G.  H.  Webster  twitted  the  Government 
once  more  on  having  brought  down  the 
measure  under  pressure.  They  had  con- 
tradicted their  arguments  of  last  year. 
Then  they  had  maintained  that  it  was  a 
Dominion  responsibility  solely.  Now 
they  were  passing  on  part  of  their  re- 
sponsibility. Old  people  would  drift  into 
urban  centres  and  he  did  not  blame  them. 
In  addition  there  would  be  many  indigents 
not  eligible  for  pension  who  would  be  a 
charge  on  the  cities  as  before.  He  re- 
sented the  thought  of  charity  ^\hich  lay 
behind  section  eight,  which  provid  s  that 
in  the  event  of  a  pension  being  granted 
to  any  person  for  whose  maintenance  any 
other  person  is  liable  under  the  Mainten- 
ance Order  Act,  the  pension  authority 
may  apply  for  a  maintenance  order  direct- 
ing payment  of  the  sum  granted  by  way 
of  maintenance  to  the  pension  authority. 
If  it  was  necessary  for  the  state  to  compel 
the  child  to  support  a  parent,  the  parent 
became  an  object  of  charity.  He  would 
not  oppose  the  bill  but  was  accepting  it 
under  protest  for  these  reasons. 

That  the  pension  scheme  would  have 
been  more  satisfactory  if  workied  out  in 
full  by  the  Dominion  Government  was  the 
contention  of  Hon.  O.  L.  McPherson. 
Before  Mr.  Webster  charged  the  Govern- 
ment with  attempting  to  evade  its  re- 
sponsibility, he  should  define  and  locate 
the  responsibility.  The  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment had  scattered  the  responsibility 


over  the  Dominion.  In  the  case  of 
Manitoba  it  had  finally  devolved  on  the 
municipalities  to  shoulder  50  per  cent  of 
the  cost  (that  is  to  say  all  the  Province's 
share). 

RESPONSIBILITY  OP 
DOMINION  GOVERNMENT 

Answering  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr.  McPherson 
declared  that  it  was  begging  the  question 
to  argue  that  the  Dominion  Government 
had  no  responsibility  when  by  its  act  it 
had  distributed  responsibility  over  the 
Provincial  and  other  areas  of  the  Domin- 
ion and  set  apart  monies  from  its  revenues 
for  the  purpose.  When  the  principle  of 
distributing  the  responsibility  had  been 
accepted  10  per  cent  was  a  small  amount 
for  the  municipalities.  In  the  case  of 
indigent  aged  people  they  were  100  per 
cent  responsible.  He  would  ask  Mr. 
Shaw  what  percentage  of  cases  would 
originate  in  the  rural  areas?  There  was 
much  exaggeration  of  the  idea  of  drifting 
into  the  centres.  He  hoped  that  Mr. 
Webster  had  a  good  enougn  case  without 
inferring  wrongfully  that  the  Government 
suggested  the  possibility  of  fraud  or  conni- 
vance on  the  part  of  the  municipalities. 
It  was  also  abhorrent  to  him  that  any  son 
or  daughter  should  refuse  to  accept  re- 
sponsibility for  an  aged  parent  when  able. 
'The  act  was  not  intended  to  invoke  a 
maintenance  order  where  hardship  would 
be  involved. 

LABOR  MEMBERS  CRITICISE 
CERTAIN  FEATURES 

Fred  White  (Lab.),  Calgary,  agreed 
with  Mr.  Webster  that  the  Government 
had  gone  back  on  its  argument  of  last 
year  with  respect  to  a  larger  taxing  body 
handing  down  responsibility  to  a  smaller. 
In  his  opinion  there  was  a  decided  drift 
to  the  cities.  The  10  per  cent  would 
probably  deter  many  aged  persons  from 
applying.  No  one  of  course  would  bolt 
against  the  act  itself.  The  people  had 
been  waiting  for  it  for  years. 

R.  H.  Parkyn  (Lab.),  Calgary,  wished 
the  Government  well  on  many  things, 
but  the  best  of  friends  must  part  at  times 
and  this  was  such  a  time.  He  cited  figures 
to  show  that  the  city  of  Calgary  contri- 
buted to  the  Province  in  supplementary 
revenue,  proportion  of  police  court  fines 
and  amusement  tax  the  sum  of  $164,531. 
In  social  relief  through  various  institu- 
tions it  paid  $145,595.  It  was  support- 
ing 75  old  people  at  present,  only  35  of 
whom  were  eligible  for  old  age  pension. 
There  were  no  doubt  many  others  who 
would  come  forward  for  pension  under 
the  act.  He  challenged  the  right  of  the 
Government  to  enquire  into  the  ability 
or  otherwise  of  the  children  to  pay.  Was 
this  done  in  the  case  of  a  retired  soldier? 
He  thought  the  full  amount  should  be 
given  without  qualification,  to  veterans 
of  industry  as  it  was  to  veterans  of  war. 

STRONG  OBJECTION 
TO  CHARITY  FLAVOR 

"I  suppose  we  should  not  look  a  gift 
horse  in  the  mouth,"  said  C.  L.  Gibbe 
(Lab.)  He  thought,  however,  this  was 
a  mule  with  a  strong  back  kick.  The  ten 
per  cent  would  provide  a  fine  discipline 
for  the  cities,  alright!  He  accepted  Mr. 
Brownlee's  correction  that  the  section 
covered  all  municipalities,  urban  as  well 
as  rural.  He  thought  that  the  pension 
was  to  be  a  recognition  of  services  rendered 
Canada  for  at  least  twenty  years.  That 
service  would  be  given  in  many  places. 
Pensioners  would  tend  to  gravitate  to 
the  urban  centres.  He  could  conceive  of 
a  favored  municipality,  such  for  instance 
as  Red  Deer,  which  had  been  so  highly 
extolled  by  its  member  earlier  ki  the 
session,  having  an  influx  of  penirinnora 
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for  whom  it  would  have  to  provide  the 
ten  per  cent.  He  th  mght,  too,  thai  the 
maintenance  charge  had  an  indigency  or 
charity  flavor.  The  whole  idea  of  the 
enactment  should,  in  hits  opinion,  he  to 
relieve  aged  people  of  the  bitterness  of  being 
dependent  upon  their  children. 

McGILLIVRAY  OBJECTS 
TO  TWO  CLAUSES 

Mr.  McGillivroy,  after  complaining 
that  he  had  been  falsely  reported  as  being 
opposed  to  old  age  pensions  for  teachers, 
avowed  his  conviction  that  the  measure 
should  have  been  wholly  a  Dominion 
scheme.  It  was  not  so,  however,  and 
had  to  be  accepted  as  it  was.  It  did  not 
provide  for  or  contemplate  municipal 
contributions.  Municipalities  covered 
the  Trovinco.  If  there  were  equality  of 
payment  why  not  pay  the  costs  out  of 
the  general  fund?  He  could  not  escape 
the  conclusion  that  a  drift  to  the  cities 
was  expected. 

The  scheme  did  not  make  sufficient 
allowance  for  the  feelings  of  the  jiension- 
ers.  He  was  not  in  faror  of  their  being 
harassed  and  bedevilled  in  passing  from 
municipality  to  municipality  or  by  seeing 
their  children  forced  to  pay  for  their 
support. 

BROWNLEE  DEFENDS 
MUNICIPAL  LEVY 

Premier  Brownlee  said  that  there  had 
been  much  exaggeration  in  the  arguments 
presented.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
act  to  arouse  such  fears  and  feelings  as 
had  been  intimated.  The  bill  was  prac- 
tically the  same  as  that  of  Ontario  with 
the  exception  that  the  municipal  levy 
there  was  twenty  per  cent  instead  of  ten. 
Experience  had  shown  the  necessity  of 
greater  safeguards  than  in  the  case  of 
B.C.  and  Saskatchewan.  If  the  figures 
presented  by  Mr.  Parkyn  were  examined 
the  justification  for  the  ten  per  cent 
provision  would  be  easily  seen.  They 
were  not  putting  a  burden  on  municipal- 
ities but  rather  relieving  it.  The  thirty- 
five  old  people  now  a  charge  on  the  city 
of  Calgary  would  cost  the  city  about 
$12,000.  The  city  would  now  be  re- 
lieved of  nine-tenths  of  that  cost. 

Answering  Mr.  Parkj'n  with  respect  to 
the  indignity  of  an  investigation  as  to 
the  ability  of  the  relatives  to  pay,  Mr. 
Brownlee  held  that  the  act  could  not  be 
administered  without  a  certain  amount 
of  investigation.  Persons  on  small  salar- 
ies and  on  farms  should  not  be  required  to 
pay  pensions  to  people  whose  children 
were  well  able  to  support  them.  He 
thought  that  it  was  obvious  that  a  more 
careful  examination  of  applicants  would 
be  made  if  there  was  a  monetary  respon- 
sibility on  the  local  authority.  This  had 
been  found  to  be  the  case  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Mother's  Allowance 
Act. 

The  Government  had  entered  into  the 
old  age  pension  scheme  in  all  good  faith. 
They  were  not  going  to  make  it  an  elec- 
tion cry.  They  had  investigated  it  thor- 
oughly before  presenting  this  bill.  They 
would  leave  it  to  the  good  judgment  of 
the  people  to  approve.  He  had  con  fidence 
in  tnat  judgment  when  nut  to  the  test. 

Mr.  McCiillivray :  "Of  course!  With 
such  a  re-distribution  scheme." 

Mr.  Brownlee:  "Mr.  McGillivray  does 
not  seem  to  be  able  to  overcome  the 
disappointment  of  the  1926  elections. 
Perhaps  he  would  like  the  Government 
to  lepislate  itself  out  of  power  so  as  to 
give  him  an  opportunity?" 

Continuing,  Mr.  Brownlee  stated  that 
the  drifting  to  centres  might  be  allowed 
for  by  a  definition  of  the  word  resident. 
He  thought  that  the  chief  factor  in  deter- 
miniog  residence  in    Alberta,  where  the 


climate  was  much  the  same  everywhere, 
would  be  the  associations  of  a  lifetime. 

RESTRICTION  AS  TO 
SOURCES   OF  REVENUE 

Dealing  for  a  moment  with  the  c^uestion 
of  resnonsilnlity,  the  Premier  said  that 
the  Provinces  were  restricted  as  to 
sources  of  revenue.  The  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment held  closely  to  the  provisions  of 
the  B.N. A.  Act,  surrendering  no  source 
of  revenue  which  it  could  hold.  The 
municipalities  were  trying  constantly  to 
shift  the  burden  of  taxation  on  to  the 
Provincial  Government.  This  would 
eventually  cause  the  people  to  consider 
seriously  social  legislation  involving  cxt 
penditure. 

INTERCHANGE  BETWEEN 
FRONT  BENCHES 

J.  T.  Shaw  in  a  few  remarks  which 
developed  into  an  interchange  between 
himself  and  the  Premier  and  Mr.  McPher- 
son,  said  that  the  Government  had  evi- 
dently taken  no  note  of  the  matter  of 
responpibility;  and  had  failed  to  place  it. 
They  had  also  failed  to  differentiate  be- 
tween a  pension  and  a  charity.  Mr. 
Newcombe,  Deputy  Minister  of  Justice, 
in  1925  had  stated  authoritatively  that 
the  Dominion  Government  was  not  re- 
sponsible. 

The  Premier:  Did  Mr.  Shaw  make 
the  suggestion  that  the  act  would  be 
declared  ultra  vires  because  of  the  10 
per  cent  share  asked  of  the  municipalities? 
The  Province  covered  the  municipalities, 
did  it  not? 

Mr.  Shaw,  continuing,  maintained  that 
Manitoba  and  Ontario  were  nofrcompljing 
with  the  spirit  of  the  Dominion  Act.  H« 
also  endorsed  Mr.  Parkyn  in  his  statement 
that  there  should  be  no  difference  between 
the  veteran  of  labor  and  the  veteran 
of  war. 


EDMONTON,  March  14.— That  the 
Government  was  using  the  credit  and 
was  even  prepared  to  use  the  money  of 
all  the  taxpayers  of  the  Province  to  es- 
tablish one  section  of  the  people  in  com- 
petition with  another  was  the  gist  of  the 
charge  levelled  at  the  Government  this 
evening  by  A.  A.  McGillivray  during  the 
second  reading  of  "An  Act  to  Authorize 
Provincial  Guarantees  to  Co-operative 
Marketing  Associations  for  Capital  Ex- 
penditures." The  bill  provides  for  guar- 
antees up  to  $1,000,000  to  co-operative 
marketing  undertakings. 

Premier  Brownlee  in  reply  asked  the 
pertinent  Question,  "Who  supplied  the 
credit  of  tne  Province?"  Farmers  had 
provided  much  of  it.  No  one  person 
would  make  profit  out  of  their  venture. 
Benefit  would  accrue  to  all.  The  money 
of  all  the  taxpayers  was  used  to  assist  a 
few  in  many  other  ways.  Other  Prov- 
inces and  other  countries  were  all  con- 
cerned with  the  problem  of  establishing 
agriculture  and  were  doing  as  the  bill 
proposed:  viz.,  providing  guarantees  for 
capital  expenditures  with  proper  securitj'. 

The  Premier  was  supported  by  O.  L. 
McPherson  and  George  Hoadley.  W.  W. 
Prevey  (Lib),  Edmonton,  backed  up  Mr. 
McGillivray  and  stated  that  he  had  built 


Premier  Brownlee  objected  that  the 
soldier  was  taken  out  of  his  country  and 
subjected  to  danger  and  death. 

Mr.  Shaw:  There  was  no  difference 
between  a  soldier  going  out,  gun  in  hand, 
and  the  private  citizen  who  stayed  at 
home  to  build  up  the  country. 

Mr.  McPherson:  No  greater  obligation 
to  the  conscripted  soldier  who  suffered 
wounds,  etc.? 

Mr.  Parkyn:    None  whatever! 

Mr.  Shaw,  concluding,  preferred  the 
attitude  of  B.C.  and  Saskatchewan. 

Lome  Proudfoot  (U.F.A.)  held  that 
the  10  per  cent  section  enlisted  the  nnore 
active  support  of  the  towns  and  cities 
and  rural  municipalities  to  secure  better 
administration  of  the  act.  He  himself 
would  go  farther.  He  would  impose  a 
direct  tax  of  some  kind  so  as  to  bring  the 
responsibility  right  home. 

L.  A.  Giroux  (Lib.),  reminded  the  Gov- 
ernment once  more  of  the  local  improve- 
ment districts.  By  the  time  Mother's 
Allowances,  etc.,  had  been  deducted, 
there  was  little  left  to  their  credit  for  the 
building  of  roads. 

Mr.  McPherson:  Does  Mr.  Giroux 
agree  with  his  leader  as  to  the  drift  of 
pensioners  to  the  cities? 

Winding  up  the  debate  in  the  evening 
Mr.  Reid  contended  that  the  responsibility 
clearlv  lay  with  the  Dominion  Government 
for  this  scheme.  He  showed  that  the 
Dominion  was  cutting  down  taxes  and 
yet  increasing  revenue.  The  taxation 
basis  of  the  Provinces  provided  for  no 
such  expansion  of  revenue.  The  muni- 
cipalities had  urged  old  age  pensions. 
He  did  not  see  how  they  could  reasonably 
object  to  the  ten  per  cent  provision. 

When  Speaker  Johnston  put  the  motion 
the  bill  passed  its  second  reading  without 
dissenting  voice. 


up  a  dairy  business  from  a  small  capital 
of  a  thousand  dollars  to  one  of  the  largest 
concerns  in  the  Province.  He  blamed 
the  decline  in  dairy  production  to  the 
activities  of  the  Pool.  The  debate  was 
adiourned  by  D.  M.  Duggan  (Cons.) 
Edmonton. 

McGILLIVRAY  ENTERS 
EMPHATIC  PROTEST 

The  process  of  giving  second  reading 
to  about  a  dozen  bills  was  halted  by  Mr 
McGillivray.  He  protested  at  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act  of  this  character.  He  had 
no  objection  to  co-operative  marketing. 
If  people  chose  to  market  their  products 
that  way,  well  and  good.  Others  chose 
other  ways.  It  was  wrong  in  principle 
and  economically  unsound  to  put  the 
stamp  of  the  Government's  favor  on  one 
group  of  people  in  the  one  case;  and  to 
lend  credit  to  the  extent  of  a  million  dol- 
lars a  year  to  members  of  that  group 
with  only  1.5  per  cent  raised  by  them. 
U  hat  mandate  had  the  Government  for 
this?  Ihe  income  and  assets  of  all  the 
peonle  were  the  basis  of  this  credit.  The 
Carlyles  of  Calgary  and  the  Preveys  of 
Edmonton  were  taxpavers  and  the  Gov- 
ernment were  taking  the  credit  they  had; 
helped  to  provide  to  enable   their  com.- 


McGillivray  Leads  Attack  on  the  Bill 
to  Provide  for  Guarantees  to 
Co-operative  Enterprizes 

Bill  Sets  Limit  of  $1,000,000  on  Government  Guarantees—  Prevey  and  Webster  Join 
Conservatives  in   Opposing  Legislation— Labor  Gives  Support 
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petitors  to  destroy  them  in  business.  If 
the  Government,  instead  of  trying  to 
destroy  private  enterprise,  would  build 
it  up,  there  would  be  much  more  hope  of 
prosperity.  Build  up  industry  and  home 
markets  would  be  created  for  the  farmers. 

The  Premier  thanked  Mr.  McGillivray 
for  his  advice.  There  was  no  thought 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  retard- 
ing industrial  development.  On  the 
contrary  the  Government  was  keen  to 
promote  the  same.  This  bill,  said  Mr. 
ferownlee,  was  to  provide  capital  backing 
for  the  farmers  of  the  Province,  who, 
though  they  had  buill  up  the  credit  of 
the  country,  were  not  able  to  finance  their 
co-operative  enterprise  otherwise.  Fif- 
teen or  twenty  thousand  farmers  would 
thereby  be  enabled  to  carry  on  business. 

OTHER  CASES  OF 
GOVERNMENT  ASSISTANCE 

The  financial  resources  of  the  Province 
were  put  behind  old  ase  pensions.  The 
coal  mining  industry  had  been  a.'sisted 
by  the  Government.  It  was  to  be  re- 
membered that  this  was  a  non-profit 
organization  which  would  assist  the  pro- 
ducer to  get  every  possible  return  for 
his  labor.  This  idea  of  assisting  produc- 
ers when  banded  together  was  not  new. 
It  had  been  done  in  this  Provinie  as  far 
back  as  1912.  The  Government  of 
Saskatchewan  had  done  this  to  the  extent 
of  millions  without  any  greater  margin 
of  safety.  The  Minister  of  Agriculture 
of  the  United  States  Government  had 
said  in  his  hearing  at  Kansas  City  that 
if  the  farmers  of  the  United  States  could 
demonstrate  their  ability  to  get  together 
the  Federal  Government  would  assist 
them  to  the  extent  of  ten  to  twenty  mil- 
lions and  more.  To  assist  agriculture  in 
this  way  was  now  part  of  the  declared 
policy  of  neighboring  Provinces,  and  of 
most  of  the  states  of  the  union.  The 
Department  of  Agriculture  of  that  coun- 
try had  a  branch  devoted  exclusively  to 
the  encouragement  of  co-operative  mar- 
keting. 

Mr.  McGillivray:  "If  it  is  a  fact  that 
co-operative  marketing  is  a  proven  suc- 
cess, why  does  it  need  Government 
backing?" 

Mr.  Brownlee:  "Some  of  those  who 
have  made  a  little  more  of  a  study  of  co- 
operative marketing  than  my  honorable 
friend  understand." 

Mr.  Parkyn:  "Would  the  Govern- 
ment give  financial  backing  to  the 
trades  unions  of  the  country  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  demand  higher  prices  for 
their  commodity,  their  labor?"  (Strong 
expressions  of  approval  from  the  desks  of 
Messrs.  McGilhvray,  Webster  and  Gir- 
oux). 

PREVEY  RAISES 
STRONG  OBJECTION 

Mr.  Prevey  was  a  bit  timid,  he  said,  in 
approaching  this  subject  for  fear  it  might 
be  argued  that  he  had  a  personal  interest 
in  opposing  the  proposed  bill.  He  was 
not  opposed  to  co-operation;  but  was 
opposea  to  the  Government  putting  its 
credit  resources  behind  the  Dairy  Pool. 
If  the  Government  would  follow  this 
course  for  long  it  would  soon  need  much 
more.  He  declared  that  dairy  production 
was  seriously  declining.  The  Pool  was 
to  blame.  He  quoted  some  figures  con- 
cerning the  Saskatchewan  Co-operative 
Creameries.  That  institution  had  no 
assets  after  all  these  years.  The  B.C. 
co-operatives  were  in  such  a  predicament 
that  they  did  not  know  what  to  do.  He 
wanted  to  know  if  a  man  was  going  to  be 
able  to  come  into  Alberta  and  have  a 
free  chance  to  make  a  living?  He  be- 
lieved that  the  Premier  was  absolutely 
honest  in  his  convictions  but  nevertheless 


quite  wrong.  He,  Mr.  Prevey,  had  come 
to  the  Province  in  its  early  days,  hadgone 
into  the  dairy  business  with  little  capital. 
The  bu.siness  had  been  killed.  Producers 
had  been  satisfied  with  the  prices  received 
till  the  Pool  idea  had  begun  to  circulate. 
They  had  had  no  idea  of  being  robbed 
till  this  propaganda  had  commenced. 
He  maintained  that  if  the  Pools  were 
economically  sound  they  did  not  need 
this  Government  backing.  They  would 
in  the  course  of  their  operations  gather 
all  the  business  and  private  capital  would 
have  a  chance  to  withdraw.  Private 
capital  was  now  constantly  under  the 
threat  of  unfair  competition.  If  the 
people  wanted  Pools,  concluded  Mr. 
Prevey,  let  them  have  them.  He  had 
started  with  little  more  than  a  thousand 
dollars;  and  had  done  more  for  the  dairy- 
ing business  than  any  other  man  in  the 
Province.  He  held  that  the  15  per  cent 
was  no  security.  He  thought  that  the 
Government  ought  to  fully  declare  its 
policy  so  that  private  enterprise  would 
know  what  to  do.  They  might  for  in- 
stance vote  the  full  million  dollars  to  the 
Dairy  Pool  forthwith.  He  would  prefer 
that  to  a  hidden  policy. 

Mcpherson  sees  opposition 

BECOMING  more  OPEN 

Challenging  Mr.  McGillivray  to  cite  an 
instance  of  the  destruction  of  private  en- 
terprise by  the  growth  of  the  co-operative 
movement,  Mr.  McPherson  concluded  a 
brief  speech  in  which  he  reminded  Mr. 
Prevey  and  others  that  views  did  differ 
upon  this  question  of  marketing.  He 
thought  it  quite  apparent  that  opposition 
to  co-operative  marketing  was  becoming 
more  marked  and  open  each  year.  The 
grain  trade  was  an  instance  of  the  fact 
that  private  business  was  often  stimu- 
lated rather  than  destroyed  by  the  acti- 
vities of  the  co-operative  institutions. 
There  had  never  been  so  much  activity, 
never  such  a  building  program  as  that  of 
the  grain  trade  in  the  last  two  years. 

The  experience  of  the  Government  in 
backing  co-operative  enterprise  did  not 
warrant  the  fears  expressed.  There  had 
been  guarantees  behind  the  Wheat  Pool 
and  these  had  not  been  needed.  The 
Assembly  would  not  back  any  unsound 
venture.  If  the  dairy  interest  of  Mr. 
Prevey,  for  instance,  were  on  a  sound 
economic  basis  it  would  not  be  defeated. 
If  it  were  beaten  it  would  be  beaten  by 
sound  economic  laws. 

Mr.  McGillivray,  answering  Mr.  Mc- 
pherson's challenge,  said  that  the  Gov- 
ernment were  at  last  showing  their  teeth 
in  this  bill.  The  party  opposite  was  by 
its  strength  putting  the  credit  of  the  whole 
Province  behind  the  business  activities  of 
one  section. 

Mr.  McPherson  read  a  declaration  of 
the  Winnipeg  Conservative  Convention 
which  he  believed  Mr.  McGillivray  had 
assisted  to  frame  which  stood  unmistake- 
ably  for  assistance  to  agriculture. 

BACKING  GIVEN  IN 
UNITED  STATES 

That  there  were  11,400  dairying  asso- 
ciations in  the  United  States  to  provide 
central  selling  agencies  for  which  there 
had  been  some  three  to  five  hundred  mil- 
lion dollars  of  backing,  was  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Hoadley.  There  should  be  some 
source  of  assistance  for  agricultural  pro- 
ducers. It  was  an  accepted  principle. 
$1,700,000  had  been  put  into  the  Live 
Stock  Encouragement  Act;  803  associa- 
tions had  participated,  involving  say  over 
4,000  individual  farmers  and  their  families. 
Twenty  thousand  people  of  the  Province 
had  received  goods  to  the  value  mentioned 
without  any  monetary  security. 

Denmark  was  an  instance,  he  contended, 


of  the  fact  that  there  was  no  comparison 
between  the  success  of  agriculture  under 
co-operation  and  under  private  control. 
In  that  country  there  were  no  very  rich  and 
no  very  poor.  That  were  a  good  ideal  for 
Alberta.  He  cited  Ireland,  New  Zealand 
and  Australia  for  instances  of  state 
assistance  to  agriculture.  It  was  a  recog- 
nized principle  everywhere. 

At  this  juncture,  Mr.  Duggan  asked 
leave  to  adjourn  the  debate. 


DEBATE  RESUMED  ON  FRIDAY 


EDMONTON,  March  15.  —  Resum- 
the  debate  on  the  bill  to  provide  guar- 
antees for  co-operative  undertakings,  D. 
M.  Duggan  (Cons.),  Edmonton,  declared 
emphatically  that  because  the  Conserva- 
tive group  were  opposed  to  the  granting 
of  Government  credit  to  marketing  asso- 
ciations, it  did  not  follow  that  they  were 
opposed  to  co-operative  marketing.  They 
were  heartily  in  favor  of  co-operation. 
The  success  of  associated  effort  in  the 
fields  of  industry  and  commerce  was  amply 
proven.  It  was  the  giving  of  Govern- 
ment support  to  one  section  that  was 
open  to  criticism.  If  that  principle  were 
accepted  the  Government  must  be  pre- 
pared to  go  much  farther  than  at  present. 
Heaven  only  knew  how  far!  Other 
groups  such  as  clothing  and  furniture 
makers  might  argue  that  the  raw  pro- 
ducts were  here  and  the  markets  here 
and  come  to  the  Government  for  financial 
backing.  They  had  just  as  much  right 
to  do  so.  It  was  speculating  with  the 
people's  money. 

This  was  an  extreme  form  of  paternal- 
ism, continued  Mr.  Duggan,  and  its 
effect  on  the  young  men  of  the  country 
would  be  serious.  Young  university 
graduates  would  be  coming  forward 
presently  to  get  their  dole.  To  lean  on 
the  Government  destroyed  initiative  which 
was  a  fundamental  element  in  progress. 
The  experience  of  the  Province  in  the 
matter  of  guarantees  had  not  been  happy. 
There  had  been  the  northern  railways 
involving  millions  of  loss;  the  Lethbridge 
Northern,  which  would  entail  loss  running 
into  millions;  drainage  districts,  off  which 
20  per  cent  had  to  be  written;  the  Cow 
Bill  involving  some  three  or  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  and  seed  grain  liens. 
He  would  admit  that  there  had  been  no 
loss  as  yet  nor  was  any  loss  in  sight  in 
the  case  of  guarantees  to  co-operative 
institutions,  but  the  Government  should 
proceed  with  caution.  The  bill  should 
name  the  specific  amount  and  the  avenues 
of  expenditure. 

ONE  MILLION  TO 

BE  TOTAL  GUARANTEE 

Premier  Brownlee  explained  that  the 
words  "per  year"  had  not  been  intended 
in  drafting  the  bill.  One  million  dollars 
would  be  the  total  guarantee. 

Attorney-General  Lymburn  said  that 
here  was  another  proof  of  the  fact  that 
the  Liberals  and  Conservatives  did  not 
represent  the  business  elements  of  the 
cities  from  which  they  came.      He  could 
not  imagine  the   business   men   of  the 
cities  expressing  such  views.  Business 
interests  were  alive  to  the  need  of  investi- 
gating the   failure   of  agriculture.  Big 
Business  itself  had  built  up  its  wealth 
under  Government  protection.  Farmers 
had  been  compelled  to  sell  their  products 
at  a  price  fixed  bv  business  interests. 
The  farmers'  capital  was  all  sunk  in  his 
land  and  equipment.    He  was  not  able 
to   meet  industry  on   the  same  terms. 
Eliminate  or  depress  asriculture  in  the 
Province  of  Alberta  and  the  whole 
business  structure  would  fall  to  the 
ground.    One  had  only  to  move  around 
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during  the  sQininer  and  hear  the 
•xpresslons  of  concern  on  every  hand 
(or  the  saccess  of  harvest  to  realize 
that.  The  Oovernment  was  recog- 
nizing that  agriculture  had  not  received 
a  square  deal  in  the  past  and  was  de- 
termined to  make  it  possible  for  it 
to  prosper. 

J.  T.  Shaw,  Liberal  leader,  while  ob- 
jecting to  the  reasoning  of  Mr.  Lymburn, 
admitted  that  tarifTs  had  imposed  unjust 
burdens  on  the  consuminR  public,  and 
said  tiiat  he  had  no  objections  to  the 
bill. 

CHRISTOPHERS  ON 
CO-OPERATIVE  PHILOSOPHY 

The  occasion  provided  P.  M.  Christo- 
phers (Lab.)  RocKy  Mountain,  an  oppor- 
tunity to  take  a  whack  at  both  the  old 
parties  and  to  lecture  the  Government 
side  on  lack  of  a  goveminfi:  political  philo- 
sophy. Competition  died  when  true  co- 
operation entered.  When  the  farmers 
ceased  to  supply  dairy  products,  the 
Edmonton  City  Dairy  and  other  such 
institutions  would  go  out  of  business. 
The  members  of  the  Government,  repre- 
senting the  farming  industry  on  the  other 
hand,  were  drifting  along.  They  could 
not  see  that  the  present  bill  was  the 
outcome  of  the  operation  of  economic 
determinism.  He  contended  that  there 
is  no  alternative  but  to  proceed  on  the 
one  hand  to  a  socialistic  commonwealth 
or  on  the  other  to  a  combination  of 
private  interests  which  would  be  equiva- 
lent to  a  feudal  industrialism.  The  farm- 
ers still  maintained  the  individualistic 
view,  though  the  bill  before  the  Assembly 
was  proof  of  the  trend  toward  the  indus- 
trialization of  farming. 

Mr.  Christophers  thought  that  the 
Conservatives  exemplified  paternalism 
fully.  They  would  give  back  to  the 
worker  just  enough  to  keep  him  alive. 
Mr.  Duggan  had  spoken  of  the  dole  in 
England.  The  members  of  the  House  of 
I'Ords  had  lived  on  dole  for  centuries. 
The  working  class  had  been  compelled 
to  accept  it  by  the  economic  forces  follow- 
ing the  war.  It  was  yet  to  be  seen 
whether  co-operative  marketing  would 
eventuate  in  a  co-operative  common- 
wealth.   He  would  back  the  bill. 

A.  G.  Andrews  (U.F.A.)  Sedgewick, 
told  of  the  struggles  of  a  co-operative 
creamery  in  his  district  since  1924.  They 
liad  been  unable  to  "raise  sufficient  capital. 
The  Edmonton  City  Dairy  had  helped 
them  out.  They  had  doubtless  received 
return  for  their  investment.  The  prin- 
ciple of  this  bill  was  the  same.  As  for 
the  low  production  in  dairying  at  the 
present,  it  was  accounted  for  by  the  high 
price  of  grain  and  beef. 

ALL  IN  FAVOR  OP 
PRINCIPLE— "BUT  ONE" 

Summing  up  the  debate,  Mr.  Reid 
said  that  one  thing  had  emerged:  all 
parties  were  in  favor  of  co-operative 
marketing. 

Mr.  McGillivray:  "I  am  neither  in  favor 
nor  against." 

Mr.  Reid:  There  were  then  fifty- 
nine  members  in  favor  and  one  who  was 
not.  With  the  fifty-nine  it  appeared  to 
be  s  question  of  degree.  The  Govern- 
ment believed  in  common  with  all  pro- 
gressive Governments  that  co-operative 
marketing  had  passed  the  experimental 
•tage.  It  was  now  accepted  as  a  definite 
•tep  in  the  progress  of  humanity.  The 
Wheat  Pool  nad  crvetallized  co-operative 
■entiment  in  the  West.  Aaron  Sapiro, 
who  had  been  looked  upon  as  an  author- 
ity by  many  members,  had  enunciated  as 
s  principle  of  co-operative  marketing  that 
there  be  no  share  capital.  He  had  said 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  guarantees 
other  than  the  signatures  of  the  members. 


Unlimited  capital  could  be  obtained. 
This  statement  of  Mr.  Sapiro's  had  been 
proven  true. 

Mr.  McGillivray:  "Was  not  Aaron 
Sapiro  against  Government  backing?" 

Mr.  Reid:  The  credit  facilities  of 
other  countries  were  available  for  farm- 
ers. It  was  not  so  in  Canada.  He  was 
making  no  aspersions  on  the  banking 
institutions  of  the  country.  They  would 
probably  come  to  it  later.  The  Pools 
would  have  15  per  cent  at  stake  in  the 
enterprise.  Believinj;  that  co-operation 
was  valuable,  he  believed  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  assist. 

Mr.  Reid,  continuing,  said  that  he  had 
a  mental  picture  of  Mr.  Duggan,  who  was 
at  all  times  logical,  appearing  before  thie 
Cabinet  for  assistance  to  a  certain  in- 
dustry. 

A  member:   "What  industry?" 

Mr.  Reid:  "The  straw  paper  industry." 


It  had  been  &  policy  of  past  Dominion 
Governments  to  assist,  for  instance,  th« 
steel  and  coke  industry.  Mr.  Duggan 
had  asked  for  details  involved  in  the 
provisions  of  the  bill.  It  would  be  inju- 
dicious to  disclose  details:  since  the  best 
results  were  desired.  Talk  about  putting 
the  credit  of  the  Government  behind  a 

froup    of    farmers!    What    about  the 
arm  Loan  Bill  of  last  year,  which  would 
this  year  become  operative? 

When  the  question  was  put,  though 
there  was  an  overwhelming  chorus  of 
"Ayes,"  Mr.  McGillivray  rose  for  divi- 
sion: and  was  supported  by  a  few  from 
the  Labor  benches  who  doubtless  wished 
to  have  his  supporters  put  on  record. 
The  chamber  was  nearly  full;  two  Govern- 
ment members  only  bein^  absent.  Messrs. 
Prevey  and  Webster  joined  with  the 
four  Conservatives  to  oppose  a  solid 
affirmative  of  fifty-one. 


New  School  Act  Introduced  in 

Assembly  by  Perren  Baker 

Lang  Moves  Amendment  in  Opposition  to  Bill— Case  for  Reorganization  Set  Forth 

by  Minister 


EDMONTON,  March  14.— That  the 
new  School  Act  would  not  give  to  the 
Department  of  Education  one  vestige 
of  power  taken  from  the  elected  boards; 
and  that  the  Minister  would  have  no 
power  under  the  new  act  that  he  did 
not  have  under  the  old  one,  were  state- 
ments made  to  the  Assembly  on  Thurs- 
day evening  by  Hon.  Perren  Baker, 
when  at  the  close  of  the  debate  on  the 
guaranteed  for  Co-operative  Marketing 
Associations  Bill  and  a  discussion  of  the 
relations  of  the  Edmonton  and  Alberta 
telephone  svstems,  he  rose  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  his  "bill  for  An  Act  to 
Consolidate  and  Amend  the  Alberta  School 
Act." 

Mr.  Baker  in  a  carefully  prepared 
speech  explained  and  amplified  the 
ideas  to  which  he  has  given  utterance 
on  previous  public  occasions.  Though 
he  had  said  that  after  waiting  aU  day 
he  would  continue  as  late  as  Speaker 
George  Johnson  would  stay  in  the  chair, 
he  relented  at  eleven  o'clock  and  re- 
sumed next  day  in  the  afternoon.  He 
was  followed  in  a  speech  of  nearly  the 
allotted  length  by  Hector  Lang  (Lib.), 
of  Medicine  Hat,  who  moved  in  amend- 
ment seconded  by  L.  A.  Giroux: 

That  the  bill  be  not  read  a  second 
time  on  account  of  being  nnsound 
in  principle,  for  the  following  reasons: 

It  provided  for  a  serious  and  not 
wholly  justifiable  interference  in  the 
local  control  and  management  of 
rural  schools;  it  substituted  for  the 
existing  system  an  undemocratic  and 
highly  centralized  control  over  rural 
schools;  it  greatly  increased  school 
administrative  machinery;  it  violated 
the  principle  of  Provincial  responsi- 
bility in  educational  matters;  it  caused 
unfair  distribution  of  financial  burdens 
in  rural  areas  and  treated  territorial 
divisions  and  organizations  wholly 
unsuitable  for  any  other  Provincial 
purpose. 

Mr.  Lang  was  followed  bv  A.  A.  Mc- 
Gillivray^ Conservative  leader,  who 
agreed  with  the  amendment  and  attacked 
the  bill  as  undemocratic  and  tending  to 
place  "too  much  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  front  benchers  opposite."  The 
debate  was  adjourned  by  Premier  Brown- 
lee  till  Monday  afternoon. 


BAKER  ON  WEAKNESSES 
OF  PRESENT  SYSTEM 

Mr.  Baker  said  that  in  moving  second 
reading  of  the  bill  he  desired  to  call 
attention  sharply  to  the  grave  weak- 
nesses of  our  present  system  of  education 
and  to  show  that  the  bill  proposed  to 
provide  a  remedy  fcr  those  weaknesses. 
Any  system,  however,  which  had  not 
behind  it  the  support  and  sympathy 
of  the  people  was  of  little  use.  He  had 
confidence  that,  given  a  little  time,  the 
justice  and  wisdom  of  the  essential 
features  of  the  bill  would  be  seen  and 
appreciated.  It  would  re-cast  the  present 
school  act  and  make  it  possible  that  the 
wayfaring  man  might  find  his  way 
about  in  it.  Rural  education  was  not 
the  only  pressing  problem  in  Alberta; 
but  he  thought  it  was  perhaps  the  most 
pressing. 

,  Our  elementary  schools  in  the  country 
were  not  operating  full  time.  There 
was  no  adequate  provision  for  secondary 
education  in  the  rural  areas.  The  Grade 
Eight  passes  of  last  year  were  two  and 
one  half  times  the  number  in  1920. 
Eleven  per  cent  of  the  total  enrollment 
of  pupils  was  now  in  high  school.  This 
was  a  fifty  per  cent  increase  since  1920. 
There  was  the  inequality  of  distribution 
of  costs.  There  was  the  lack  of  efficiency 
due  to  shifting  about  of  teachers.  There 
was  the  placing  of  teachers  at  haphazard. 
We  required  supervision  for  our  schools 
instead  of  inspection.  It  was  necessary 
to  encourage  teachers  to  continue  in 
the  profession  that  there  be  greater 
stability.  It  should  be  possible  to  weed 
out  the  unfit. 

These  weaknesses  were  not  due  to 
the  personnel  of  the  trustee  boards. 
They  were  inherent  in  the  system.  He 
knew  that  faithful  and  intelligent  service 
had  been  rendered  by  many  boiirds  of 
rural  trustees.  There  was  great  need, 
however,  for  a  larger  unit  of  administra- 
tion. It  was  not  possible,  for  instance, 
to  have  a  salary  schedule  for  nearly 
three  thousand  schools.  These  ideas 
were  in  accord  with  the  opinions  of 
great  educationalists.  He  quoted  some 
of  them.  The  country  system  comprising 
some  500  to  1000  square  miles  had  been 
found  the  most  efficient  in  the  United 
States. 

The  new  bill  left  the  old  school  as  the 
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basic  unit  of  administration,  satid  Mr. 
Baker.  The  districts  would  ne  grouped 
into  a  large  district,  over  which  there 
would  be  a  board  of  five  elected  members. 
These  divisions  would  be  again  grouped 
into  one  large  unit  having  a  general 
Board  of  twenty  members.  The  bill 
divided  the  functions  of  the  entire  school 
system  between  these  elected  boards.  It 
was  said  that  the  bill  was  not  democratic. 
In  what  respect?  he  asked.  Was  it 
contrary  to  democracy  that  the  people 
should  elect  two  boards  instead  of  one? 
The  divisional  board  would  engage  and 
pay  teachers.  The  local  board  would 
look  after  all  property  interests  as  be- 
fore. The  general  board  would  determine 
the  salary  schedule. 

COMMON  BASIS  OF 
TAXATION  SOUND 

The  Minister  declared  that  the  principle 
of  a  common  basis  of  ta.xation  was  sound 
and  just.  Education  had  become  a 
state  responsibility.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  one  man  should  be  called  upon  to 
pay  from  forty  to  eighty  mills  for  educa- 
tion when  it  only  cost  another  seven. 
In  the  older  days  when  education  was 
a  local  responsibility  that  might  have 
been  considered  just  and  right.  Not  so 
today. 

The  cost  would  not  be  great,  said 
Mr.  Baker.  He  gave  figures  to  show 
that  seven  and  a  half  mills  on  the  dollar 
on  all  assessable  land  would  provide  for 
full  time  operation,  adequate  supervision 
and  maintenance  of  the  elected  boards. 
There  appeared  to  be  some  fear  that 
the  salary  standard  would  increase.  If 
it  did  that  would  be  at  the  discretion  of 
these  elected  boards  which  were  under 
the  control  of  the  people.  The  bill 
did  not  provide  nor  had  his  figures  pro- 
vided for  such  increase. 

FINANCES  OF 
PROPOSED  SCHEME 

There  were  2802  teachers  in  the  rural 
schools  having  an  average,  salary  of 
$1,028.  Total  full  time  salaries  on  that 
basis  would  amount  to  the  sum  of  $2,880,- 
456.  The  expenses  for  twelve  meetings 
annually  of  the  divisional  boards  would 
reach  about  $50,000.  The  forty  super- 
visors required  would  cost  about  $120,000. 
The  total  yearly  expenses  of  the  general 
board  he  set  at  $22,300.  The  superin- 
tendents would  take  the  place  of  the 
present  inspectors  and  were  not  therefore 
an  additional  charge.  The  total  expense 
came  to  $3,072,756.  The  total  assessed 
value  of  school  districts  was  $343,000,- 
000.  At  the  seven  and  a  half  mill  rate 
this  would  yield  $2,572, .500,  with  f-rants 
of  $700,000  making  a  grand  total  of 
$3,272,500,  leaving  a  favorable  balance 
of  $199,744  which  would  suffice  to  cover 
errors  in  his  estimates.  Mr.  Baker  had 
reached  this  point  on  adjournment  at 
eleven  o'clock. 

Continuing  on  Friday  afternoon,  Mr. 
Baker  briefly  summed  up  the  argument 
of  the  previous  evening.  He  had  then 
concerned  himself  with  two  of  the  main 
considerations:  princijile  and  cost.  He 
would  now  address  himself  to  the  third: 
effectiv  eness.  Under  the  new  act  there 
would  be  no  such  problem  as  part  time 
schools.  With  the  appointment  of  teach- 
ers under  a  larger  authority  there  would 
be  little  likelihood  of  being  without  teacher 
at  the  opening  of  the  term;  nor  would 
there  be  the  same  possibility  of  teachers 
leaving  in  mid-term.  Dismissal  of  teach- 
ers for  petty  reasons  would  not  be  coun- 
tenanced. Then  there  was  the  problem 
of  secondary  education.  It  was  univer- 
Bally  admitted  that  under  the  present 
system   it  was  not  possible  to  make 


adequate  provision  for  secondary  educa- 
tion in  rural  areas.  The  task  had  been 
passed  on  to  the  villages  towns  and  cities. 
The  wider  areas  contemplated  could 
co-operate  to  grapple  with  this  problem. 

MUCH  FAIRER 
DISTRIBUTION 

There  were  complaints,  said  the  Min- 
ister, that  the  proposal  to  exclude  the 
towns  and  cities  from  the  taxing  area 
was  unfair.  Land  seemed  to  be  the  only 
feasible  basis  for  taxation.  The  varying 
mill  rate  would  continue;  but  under  the 
act  a  man  would  pay  in  proportion  to 
the  value  of  his  holdings.  Rural  areas 
were  afraid  of  having  to  pay  for  the 
splendid  educational  facilities  of  the 
cities;  and  in  turn  the  cities  were  some- 
what afraid  of  rural  dominance.  If 
the  unit  of  taxation  were  made  large 
enough  no  one  person  would  have  too 
great  a  burden  and  none  would  escape. 
There  was  no  particular  reason  why  well- 
to-do  farming  areas  should  pay  the 
costs  of  pioneer  sections.  The  equali^ia- 
tion  grant  would  still  be  in  force.  The 
distribution  of  the  burden  would  be 
mock  fairer  than  at  the  present. 

Continuing,  Mr.  Baker  said  that  the 
quality  of  the  teacher  was  largely  the 
quality  of  the  school.  Education  was 
never  going  to  be  on  a  proper  basis  till 
we  secured  more  experienced  teachers. 
The  S(  hools  needed  bigger  people,  more 
experienced,  having  a  greater  knowledge 
of  the  world.  If  there  were  a  salary 
schedule,  the  teacher  would  have  a 
better  status  in  the  community.  In 
these  days  we  were  coming  more  and 
more  to  look  to  the  schools  for  moral 
teaching.  It  was  therefore  the  more 
necessary  that  men  and  women  of  high 
standards  be  secured.  They  would  be 
able  to  reduce  the  number  of  misfits. 
Superintendents  would  know  the  teachers. 
They  would  feel  their  responsibility; 
being  part  of  the  divisional  mechanism, 
not  sent  in  from  the  outside  as  were  the 
inspectors  now.  There  would  not  be 
the  same  shifting  as  before. 

Concluding  Mr.  Baker  paid  tribute 
to  the  fairness  of  the  press  both  in  news 
item  and  editorial.  He  also  quoted 
approval  from  many  papers  in  other 
parts  of  Canada.  This  was  not  a 
new  scheme.  Higher  centralization  had 
been  instituted  in  New  Zealand  and 
Australia;  also  in  England  in  1902  and 
in  Scotland  in  1918.  He  read  from  a 
speech  by  Dr.  Wallace  of  the  University 
of  Alberta,  which,  after  analysing  the 
changes  in  the  Scottish  system  said  that 
the  experience  of  the  past  ten  years  had 
amply  justified  the  change.  New  Eng- 
land where  our  system  grew  up  had  dis- 
carded it  long  ago.  It  was  recognized 
throughout  Canada  and  the  United 
States  that  extreme  local  control  does 
not  give  the  best  results.  He  quoted 
approval  of  the  Alberta  scheme  as  out- 
lined in  the  bill  from  a  number  of  great 
educators. 

HECTOR  LANG  THINKS 
CHANGE  TOO  DRASTIC 

Hector  Lang  CLib.)  of  Medicine  Hat, 
himself  a  school  principal  for  many 
years,  before  moving  his  amendment 
analysed  the  speech  of  the  Minister  of 
Education.  He  disagreed  with  Mr. 
Baker.  He  thought  that  the  weaknesses 
of  which  he  complained  could  be  largely 
remedied  by  increasing  the  number  of 
inspectors.  The  Minister  had  cut  down 
the  number  from  thirty-eight  to  twenty- 
five  shortly  after  assuming  office.  He 
himself  was  not  wedded  to  the  single 
unit  system.  Perhaps  the  trustees  could 
he  shown  that  the  work  could  be  done 


better  than  it  is  now.  On  the  whole  he 
thought  the  rural  schools  efficient.  There 
should  be  no  hurry  to  make  a  drastic 
change. 

Under  the  new  system  there  was  a 
tendency  to  state  control.  The  people  of 
Canada  had  always  looked  upon  the 
school  as  their  own.  He  thought  the 
board  of  five  directors  would  be  dominat- 
ed by  the  superintendent.  There  was 
a  drift  of  government  towards  Edmonton 
and  little  evidence  of  it  in  remote  parts. 
He  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the  county 
system  for  other  purposes,  health,  roads, 
etc.,  and  until  this  was  effected  he  saw 
no  need  of  change.  The  units  proposed 
would  be  of  no  value  for  other  purposes. 
He  thought,  too,  that  the  cities  and 
towns  should  be  included  in  the  taxing 
area.  There  was  too  great  a  tendency 
to  separate  them  at  present.  He  sub- 
mitted his  amendment. 

CONGRATULATES  BAKER 
ON  COURAGE 

A.  A.  McGillivray  expressed  general 
agreement  with  the  amendment.  It  was 
of  no<  use,  however,  because  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  prepared  to  make  a  test. 
It  should  take  its  political  life  in  its  hands 
when  it  brought  down  a  measure  such  as 
this.  He  congratulated  the  Minister  on 
his  tardy  opening  of  the  question;  also 
on  his  being  the  only  Minister  who  had 
the  courage  of  his  convictions  to  go 
through  with  something  that  was  ap- 
parently unpopular. 

If  the  Minister  believed  in  state  con- 
trol, why  not  take  in  the  entire  educational 
system.  This  was  another  instance  of  the 
gradual  arrogation  of  power  on  the  part 
of  the  front  benches  opposite.  He  criti- 
cized the  provisions  of  the  bill.  Five 
men  could  not  live  in  150  districts.  There 
would  therefore  be  no  local  representation 
in  145  of  the  150  districts.  There  would 
be  no  measure  of  local  autonomy  on  the 
divisional  board  which  fixed  the  salaries 
and  paid  the  teachers.  It  all  made  for 
Departmental  domination.  He  was  not 
in  favor  of  teachers  being  given  unfair 
wages;  neither  was  he  in  favor  of  their 
being  harassed  by  local  trustees.  If  it 
were  necessary  to  enlarge  the  unit,  there 
should  be  complete  local  control  of  both 
teacher  and  salary.  The  one  taxing  area 
was  also  unsound.  There  were  pioneer 
districts  which  had  made  good  and  were 
now  on  sound  financial  footing.  Assist- 
ance to  new  pioneer  districts  should  be 
out  of  the  public  purse. 

Premier  Brownlee  adjourned  the  debate 
until  Monday  afternoon. 

 0  

Further  Lease  of  Life 
for  Calgary  South 
Western  Railway 

EDMONTON,  M.arch  13.— The  Pri- 
vate Bills  Committee  of  the  Legislature 
underthe  chairmanship  of  L.  Joly  (U.F..\.) 
St.  Paul  (in  the  absence  of  A.  G.  Andrews) 
agreed  to  recommend  a  further  lease  of 
life  to  the  Calgary  and  South  Western 
Railway. 

Mr.  McGillivray  presented  the  statu- 
tory declaration  of  P.  Burns  of  Calgary 
showing  that  sums  aggregating  over 
$650,000  had  been  spent  in  develoning 
this  r.ailway  and  the  property  which  it 
was  intended  to  serve.  The  line  was  t,o 
be  some  forty-five  miles  in  length  and 
would  open  what  was  veritably  a  moun- 
tain of  coal.  Mr.  Burns  did  not  feel  it  to 
be  economically  sound  to  develop  the 
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property  at  the  present  time.  The 
franchise  was  not  exclusive.  Any  other 
company  could  enter  the  same  territory. 
The  bill  was  only  for  an  extension  of 
time  of  two  years. 

Lorne  Proudfoot  (U.F.A.)  Acadia,  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  bill  was 
first  passed  in  1921.  Sinte  that  time  the 
Legislature  had  been  asked  to  extend  the 
time  in  1923,  1925,  192G,  1U27  and  now 
again  two  years.  He  moved  the  follow- 
ing amendment:  "Provided,  however, 
that  the  Company  shall  give  the  Province 
of  Alberta  a  bond  of  two  hundred  dollars 
per  mile  that  the  railway  will  be  commenc- 
ed and  completed  as  stated  herein." 

W.  M.Washburn  (U.F.A.)  Stoney  Plain, 
thought  the  principle  of  continuing  char- 
ters indefinitely  should  be  discouraged. 
He  had  nothing  against  this  particular 
application;  but  there  were  some  one 
hundred  railway  charters  now  current  in 
the  Province.  He  cited  a  case  in  his  own- 
constituency.    People  entered  these  dis- 


Appearing  before  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture,  Colonization,  Immigration 
and  Education,  on  MarchylSth,  Judge 
Taylor,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Refer- 
ence of  the  Department  of  Education, 
outlined  the  duties  of  that  board  and 
told  of  some  of  their  work  in  the  past 
three  years.  The  powers  of  the  board 
were  quite  limited. 

In  essence  they  amounted  to  being 
able  to  make  recommendations  to  the 
Minister  in  the  case  of  the  dismissal 
of  a  teacher  or  of  the  irregular  leaving 
of  a  teacher;  and  to  the  giving  of  "a 
clean  bill  of  health"  (a  good  professional 
standing)  to  the  teacher.  The  Board 
had  dealt  with  eighteen  cases.  All  but 
two  or  three  of  these  had  been  brought 
by  teachers  who  charged  wrongful  dis- 
missal. 

Most  of  the  troubles  were  in  rural 
districts,  some  of  them  remote  from 
Edmonton.  The  mail  service  to  these 
areas  was  not  frequent;  and  often  the 
thirty  days  allowed  had  expired  before 
the  board  had  been  able  to  take  action. 
The  board  had  never  recommended  the 
reinstatement  of  the  teacher,  because 
it  was  useless.  Local  boards  were  often 
dominated  by  some  one  trustee,  who  for 
some  petty  cause  did  not  like  the  teacher. 
Perhaps  his  children  had  been  repri- 
manded. Perhaps  he  did  not  like  the 
cut  of  her  hair.  Sometimes  the  teachers 
were  at  fault  it  was  true;  but  the  reasons 
for  dismissal  were  often  amazingly  trivial. 
In  one  case  the  com|)luint  was  that  a 
child  had  been  fifty-four  days  in  school 
and  had  not  yet  learned  the  alphabet. 
He  understood  that  the  alphabet  was 
not  now  taught  but  was  picked  up  in  the 
course  of  the  first  few  years. 

He  thought  that  the  contract  should 
stand  at  least  for  the  whole  term  if 
not  for  the  year,  except  in  case  of  proven 
inefficiency  or  moral  unsoundness.  O. 
L.  McPherson,  W.  C.  Smith,  A.  L. 
Giroux,  W.  M.  Washburn,  A.  Matheson, 
G.  Mihalcheon,  S.  A.  Carson,  D.  H. 
Galbraith  and  C.  L.  Gibbs  took  part 
in  tht  discussion;  also  J.  W.  Barnett, 
secretary  of  the  Teachers'  Alliance,  who 
was  praieat. 

Says  Bemedy  in  New  School  Act 

In  th»  course  of  the  discussion,  Judge 


tricts  in  expectation  of  development  and 
suffered  hardship  for  years. 

G.  H.  Webster  (Lib.)  said  that  although 
he  was  a  director  of  a  company  which 
was  a  rival  of  that  of  Mr.  Burns,  ap- 
proaching the  same  mountain  of  coal 
from  the  south  side,  he  was  in  favor  of  a 
renewal  of  the  charter.  He  reviewed  the 
economic  situation  of  the  past  few  years. 
This  project,  he  said,  was  a  hobby  of  Mr. 
Burns  which  would  result  some  day  in  the 
opening  up  of  a  great  natural  resource. 

A.  L.  Sanders  (U.F.A.)  Stettler,  be- 
lieved that  the  bill  should  be  amended  to 
retard  development.  The  coal  business 
was  suffering  at  present  from  over  de- 
velopment. He  would  hold  it  back  for 
ten  or  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Webster  said  the  coal  of  this  moun- 
tain was  semi-anthracite  and  would  in- 
crease the  prestige  of  Alberta  coal  when 
put  on  the  markets  of  the  east. 

The  amendment  was  defeated  and  the 
bill  passed  committee  as  presented. 


Taylor  said  he  thought  that  the  new 
School  Act  would  remedy  all  the  ills 
from  which  rural  teachers  were  now 
suffering.  He  was  in  favor  of  having 
the  election  of  rural  school  trustees  take' 
place  at  the  same  time  as  the  municipal 
elections  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
a  trustee  bein^  elected  by  a  few  of  his 
friends  and  neighbors.  There  had  been 
a  case  last  January  where  a  trustee  had 
got  himself  elected  for  the  express  purpose 
of  dismissing  the  teacher. 

It  was  suggested  by  one  of  the  mem- 
bers that  sometimes  the  individual  reasons 
for  dismissal  were  guite  petty  but  there 
were  so  many  that  in  the  aggregate  they 
constituted  sufficient  ground.  Judge 
Taylor  said  that  in  the  eighteen  cases 
only  two  or  three  had  produced  good 
or  valid  reason  for  dismissal.  Mr. 
Maihalcheon  said  that  it  was  often  difficult 
for  trustees  to  give  definite  proof  that 
the  teacher  was  not  giving  satisfaction. 
The  only  recourse  in  such  cases  appeared 
to  be  a  reduction  of  salary,  forcing  the 
teacher  to  leave.  Mr.  Galbraith  agreed 
with  the  idea  of  a  yearly  contract.  In 
his  home  school  only  one  teacher  had 
been  dismissed  in  twenty  years.  Mr 
Carson  would  have  the  contract  terminate 
with  thirty  days'  notice  at  the  end  of  the 
term. 

Interests  of  Children  First 

The  necessity  of  disciplinar}'  measures 
for  teachers  not  playing  the  game  was 
mooted  by  Mr.  Galbraith  and  was  en- 
dorsed by  C.  L.  Gibbs  and  by  Mr. 
Barnett.  Mr.  Gibbs  said,  "While  we  de- 
sire to  protect  teachers  when  they  have 
legitimate  complaints,  we  want  to  make 
it  quite  clear  that  the  interests  of  the 
school  children  of  this  Province  come 
firstj  and  if  teachers  are  found  not  be  to 
playing  the  game  they  should  be  checked 
in  some  way." 

Mr.  Gibbs  is  a  teacher  at  the  Edmon- 
ton Technical  School  and  an  alderman 
of  the  city  of  Edmonton  in  addition 
to  being  a  Labor  representative  for  the 
city  in  the  Legislature.  It  was  at  his 
instance  that  the  committee  called  Judge 
Taylor  to  discuss  the  functions  of  tne 
Board  of  Reference. 

No  resolution  was  brought  before  the" 
committee  for  decision.  — N.F.P. 


Highway  Needs  of  Eastern 
Part  of  Alberta  Presented 

Appearing  before  Premier  Brownlee  and 
O.  L.  McPherson,  Minister  of  Public 
Works  on  Friday,  March  8th,  a  delegation 
of  about  a  dozen  people  representing  the 
constituencies  of  Hand  Hills,  Stettler  and 
Sedgewick,  headed  by  their  respective 
members  G.  A.  Forster,  A.  L.  Sanders 
and  A.  G.  Andrews,  presented  the  claims 
of  the  eastern  section  of  the  Province  to 
the  building  of  a  north  and  south  highway 
through  the  towns  of  Brooks,  Hanna, 
Castor  a,nd  A'iking,  serving  the  Province 
from,  the  international  boundary  to  the 
limit  of  settlement  as  the  need  arose. 

Spokesmen  for  the  delegation  main- 
tained that  such  a  road  would  not  only 
serve  as  a  return  highway  for  tourists 
who  would  thereby  be  enabled  to  obtain 
a  much  more  comprehensive  view  of 
the  Province;  but  that  it  would  be  a 
greatly  used  and  convenient  market  road 
cutting  across  the  system  of  railways 
running  east  and  west.  There  were  said 
to  be  no  serious  engineering  difficulties, 
the  bridges  across  the  Battle,  Red  Deer 
and  South  Saskatchewan  Rivers  being 
conveniently  located  to  the  proposed 
route.  The  heaviest  piece  of  road  work 
on  the  entire  stretch  was  that  at  Painter 
Coulee,  north  of  Castor.  Much  work 
had  alreadj-  been  done  on  this. 

No  definite  promise  was  given  to  the 
delegation,  but  the  Premier  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Pherson stated  that  the  entire  Province 
was  being  kept  in  mind  in  the  plans  for 
road  development.  The  delegation  felt, 
that  there  was  implied  assurance  that 
their  wishes  would  be  fulfilled  as  soon  as 
conditions  would  warrant  and  the  public 
purse  permit  such  expenditure. 

 o  

To  Inquire  Into  Feasibility 

of  the  Grading  of  Oils 

Standardization  of  fuel  oils  and  lubri- 
cants provided  a  non-contentious  subject 
in  the  Legislature  on  March  14th  when 
W.  G.  Farquharson  (U.F.A.),  Ribstone, 
moved  that  the  Government  should  con- 
duct an  enquiry  into  the  desirability  of 
establishing  by  law,  standards  and  grades 
for  all  fuel  oils  and  lubricating  oils  used  in 
internal  combustion  engines;  and  that 
the  Government  report  the  results  of 
such  inquiry  to  the  next  session  of  this 
Assembly. 

Mr.  Farquharson  said  that  it  was  well 
known  that  diflerent  engines  required 
different  grades  of  gasoline.  There  were 
many  on  the  market  having  many  names. 
The  user  was  quite  unable  to  distinguish 
between  them.  He  had  no  way  of  assur- 
ing himself  of  the  quality  of  the  fuel 
bought.  This  was  even  more  true  of 
lubricating  oils.  Some  laws  had  been 
passed  in  the  United  States,  but  he  under- 
stood they  were  inoperative.  He  thought 
the  larger  companies  would  be  willing  to 
conform  to  any  regulations  which  might  be 
necessary  for  this  protection  to  the  user. 

Mr.  Farquharson  was  supported  by 
Nelson  S.  Smith  and  P.  Enzcnauer. 
Premier  Brownlee,  while  having  some 
reservations  as  to  the  possibilities  of  such 
an  inquiry,  said  that  the  Government  was 
willing  to  conduct  it.  The  motion  was 
passed  without  dissent.  — N.F.P. 
 o  

Proud  Parent — No,  I  will  never  recog- 
nize nn  actress  as  my  daughter-in-law. 

Lovesick  Son — But  she  isn't  an  actreis; 
she  only  thinks  she  is  one. —  Pearsons. 


Duties  of  Board  of  Reference 

Outlined  by  Judge  Taylor 

Work  Done  by  Important  Board  Dealing  With  Teachers  and  Trustees  Described  in 

Assembly 
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